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Some General Heads of the Causes why the LORDnutsnte
with the Land, agreed upon (after seeking of th&Dpby the
Commission of th&GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1650with the
advice of divers Ministers from several parts & Kingdom,
met atEdinburgh, October 165%p far as for the present they
could attain light therein, which they offer andves to be
made use of by all the LORD's People in the Lagual/ihg place
to add, as the Lord shall make further discovehereafter of
the guiltiness of the Land, and intending moreyfatd
particularly to enlarge this Paper.

1. Article.

THE gross Atheism and ignorance of God and of hisd\and Works, that is in a
great part of the Inhabitants of the Land, whickush, that neither Law nor Gospel,



nor the most common and necessary points of tnatliederstood or known by many
thousands.

2. Article. Horrible looseness and profanity of Conversaiioall sorts, against the
Commandments, both of the first and second taldiéeshwhath so abounded and
increased, that scarce hath any of the Nationseebetkus therein.

3. Article. The despising and slighting of JESUS CHRIST eifien the Gospel
(which we look on as the chief and mother sin of Mation) and the not valuing and
improving the Gospel and precious Ordinances of {3HRunto the establishing and
building up of ourselves in the lively faith of CHRI and power {4} of godliness,
but either neglecting and despising these thinggether, or else resting upon and
idolizing outward and bare forms, without studytogknow in ourselves, or to
promove in others the Kingdom of God, which is tegfusness and peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghost: whereby it hath come to pass, peasons not rightly qualified, have
been admitted unto, and continued in the Work efittnistry and Elderships, and
that public repentance and Kirk-censures have gessly slighted, and the
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper fearfully pollutgdhe promiscuous admitting of
many ignorant and scandalous persons thereto, ang willfully ignorant, and
openly and continuedly profane, have been kegterfellowship of this Kirk,
contrary to the Word of GOD, and Constitutionsho$ Kirk, and that many other sad
and fearful consequences have followed unto thiapiag of all the Ordinances of
GOD, and rendering them for the most part barrehfartless to us:

4. Art. Not only the exercise of godliness in familiesamslighted, great men being
unwilling and ashamed to call on the name of th&DOn their Family (which guilt

is exceedingly heightened by the continuing of mahthese in the same after solemn
Public confessing thereof, and engaging to theraontluty in the year 1648.) and
others much neglecting the same; But also theilogénd hating of the power and
life of Religion and godliness, and bearing dowahsas make conscience thereof, or
aim at any perfection therein, which hath comeutthsan height, that the Godly are
every-where reproached, reviled, oppressed aneq@#esl throughout the Land by
sundry of all ranks: yea, by sundry Magistrates Mimtsters; and the ungodly and
profane countenanced, encouraged and employed.

5. Article. The base love of the world, and Covetousness;hwith made not only
the Body of the People, but many Ministers, mormiiod their own things, than the
things of JESUS CHRIST; and many Masters, Rule@agibtrates, Officers and
Soldiers in Armies, exceedingly to abuse their pouweo the exercising of
intolerable oppression of all kinds on the pootthi® grinding of their faces, and
making their lives bitter to {5} them: Which foumteof Covetousness did also



produce the great insolencies and oppressionsriAmoies inEnglandandlireland,
and the fearful perjuries in the Land in the matifevaluation and Excise.

6. Article. The abusing and prostituting the Public Faitthef Kingdom in the way of
borrowing of Money and otherwise; unto the dishammgiof GOD, mocking of Men,
and reproach of the Nation.

7. Article. In pursuing of necessary Duties of renewing th#idwal Covenant, and
entering into and renewing the solemn League anegi@mnt, the way of many men's
taking these Covenants was without the knowledgbeohecessary things contained
therein, and without reality and sincerity of heartorder to the performance thereof;
some being induced thereto by example, some bydedrnot a few by principles of
policy, following their own carnal and corrupt ends

8. Article. The Following the work of God, and pursuing tihe®of the Covenant not
in a Spiritual holy way, setting the LORD alwayddre our eyes, and acknowledging
him in all our paths, but in a carnal politick wajpusing GOD's Interest for our own
interest and ends, as if it had been the Work of,rard not the Work of GOD, which
made us walk more in the counsels of our own hélaas in the Counsel of GOD,
and to trust more in the arm of flesh, than inAe of the Lord.

9. Article. Backsliding and defection from the Covenant, frath our solemn Vows
and Engagements; the guilt whereof is exceedingigtitened by the aggravating
circumstances of our renewed Oaths, and of the LORI@rcies and Engagements,
and of our frequent relapses into the same sinsraahwe once seemed to have
repented, and which we condemned in others: Ofdbfection there be these special
heads and Steps:

1. Step A foul falling from that honesty of heart, andripyiof conversation, and from
the singleness and integrity of heart, {6} and frtbra fervency & zeal for GOD that
appeared to be in many at the first entry to thee@ant; and declining into loose
walking, and self interest, and neutrality and figdency, from which have issued
many sad consequences, especially the great samtiatumbling of many godly in
the Land, at us and the Work of God in our hand.

2. Step The sitting up of many Professors in the Landeuride Gospel, and
becoming formal and remiss, not entertaining temets, spiritual life and soberness
of mind, which as it hath been amongst the provgpKiauses of the LORD's wrath,
and hath rendered some obnoxious to snares orhbotts, so may it (if it be not
mourned for and amended) draw on more wrath, apdsexto the hazard of errour
and disaffection to the Work of GOD.



3. Step The secret falling off of some, and open fallawgay of many unto the
opposite party, after their entering in Covenaspeeially that defection carried on
by James Grahan& his party, and that which was afterward careedoy the
Authors and Abettors of the unlawful Engagement8L64

4. Step The neglecting, obstructing, and condemningptrging of the Judicatories
and Army, 1649, and afterward, from scandalouscisaffected men; and of the
constituting the same of men of known integrity afféction to the Cause, and of a
blameless and Christian Conversation, notwithstaqdf the solemn publick
Confession of these sins, and Engaging unto thasesch little before that time.

5. Step The Authorizing of Commissioners to close a Tyesth the King, for the
investing him with the Government, upon his suliseg such Demands as were sent
to him, after he had given many clear evidencdssflisaffection and enmity to the
work and people of God, and was continuing in #raes And the admitting of him to
the full exercise of his power, and Crowning hiratwithstanding of new discoveries
of his adhering to his former principles and wayj af many warnings to the
contrary. {7}

6. Step The Rejecting of Discoveries of guiltiness andses of the Lord's contending
with us, and of our duty in reference thereto; sashhe cause of humiliation offered
by the Commission of the General Assembly, to tbmQittee of Estates &aeith,
before the defeat &umbar The causes of humiliation condescended on

at Sterlinimmediately after the defeat@umbar The Remonstrance of the
Gentlemen, Ministers and Forces in the West, anayrother testimonies of
Presbyteries and Synods together; neglecting tlamsnending to peace, and to the
preventing the effusion of more blood; from prigel ditterness of spirit against those
who had———invaded us.

7. Step The Publick Resolutions of Kirk and State, fangmg in the Malignant
party, first to the Army, and then to the Judice®rand to the actual intrusting of
them with the power of the Kingdom, both MilitamycdhCivil, whereby the state of
our cause is not only turned upside down, by subatihg the interest of God to the
interest of men; but the work and people of Godehasen entrusted to the enemies
thereof.

8. Step The joining of many engaged in the Covenant aads€ of God, in Arms
with the Forces of the Kingdom, after that by thubli® Resolutions, there was a
prevailing party of Malignants brought into the Armvho had the sway of Counsels
and Actings therein, and were carrying on a mahgmnaerest.



9. Step The pre-limiting and corrupting of the Gen. Assémin regard of the free,
lawful and right constitution thereof, excludingchuas were faithful and constant in
the Cause, and making it up, for the most parha$e who had been active and
instrumental in carrying on a course of Defectmmwere consenting thereto;
whereby it came to pass that that Meeting didyaiifd approve the Defection itself,
and did not only censure sundry for protesting mgjahem, but also laid a foundation
for censuring all such Ministers, and for keepitiggach out of the Ministry who did
not approve of their Constitution and Acts, andidglie Warnings and Declarations
reflecting exceedingly upon, and contradicting €é}d condemning former pious and
warrantable proceedings, and the instruments thereo

10. Article. Deep security, impenitency, obstinacy and ingdrsleness under all
these, and under all the dreadful strokes of Gid tekens of his indignation against
us, because of the same, so that whilst he comstittugmite, we are so far from
humbling ourselves, and turning to Him, that we wtse and worse and sin more
and more. {9}

Having at our last Meeting intended and promiseeniarge
more fully and particularly these General HeadhefLORD's
Controversy with the Land, then condescended onshiéd
now prosecute and perform the same, so far as neeo® is
needful, and may be helpful to others, for thedrett

understanding thereof

IT were superfluous to speak anything to the lickstwhich relates to the gross
ignorance of many thousands in the Land; the wéithe thing being unquestionably
acknowledged and bemoaned by all the faithful asdlygMinisters in the Land, and
that a great many come to age, are grossly ignofahe first Principles of Christian
Religion; which sin of ignorance, although it beesuated and slightly looked on by
many, yet it is holden forth by the Holy Ghost e tScriptures, as the fountain of the
estrangement of souls from the life of G&gh 4.18,through the blindness that is in
them, having the understanding darkened, beingpatexl from the life of God,
through the ignorance that is in them, becauséefindness of their hearf all

their disobedience, and living in their lustf2dt 1.14,as obedient children, not
fashioning yourselves according to the former lirstgour ignoranceAnd as that
which makes them liable to the wrath of God indlag of Christ's appearance,

2 Thes 1.8,When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from Heawb&rg mighty
Angels in flaming fire{10} taking vengeance on them who know not God, and obey
not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus ChriBhe guilt of this sin is much aggravated by



these Circumstances; (1.) It is willful under thght of the Gospel, and the means of
knowledge. (2.) In regard of long continuing tharenany have lived under it for so
many years together, even till their old age. F8gm the grossness of it, being such
in many, as they know almost nothing of the veritéreof the Scriptures, either of
their sin and misery, or of the mercy and remedy it holden forth through Jesus
Christ, or of the duty which they owe to God aneitiNeighbour: nothing almost
either of Law or Gospel, of the Covenant of Graxeyf the Covenant of Works, of
Commandments, Threatenings or Promises, exceptimageneral and confused
way as is altogether useless unto them, and fsgittethem. (4.) In regard of the
multitude of these who lie under it, which is vgngat in all the corners of the Land,
especially in the Highlands. (5.) In regard of ¢juality of persons who are not only
servants and Commons, but Masters of Familiespamsbns of some note in Burghs
and in the Country; yea, not a few who have theele Magistrates and Elders. The
Article doth also mention ignorance of the Work<zaid, by which is meant not only
the Works of Creation wherein the Eternal Power@ndhead are clearly sedtom
1.20,For the invisible things of him from the Creatidintloe World, are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, Biseaternal Power and Godhead
but also the ignorance of the Works of Providemdgch are great and
marvelousRev 15.3,And they sing the song of Moses the servant of &utlthe
song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marveloustayevorks Lord God Almighty,
just and true are thy ways thou King of Sai{ed albeit these should be sought out
of all these that take pleasure ther&salm111.2, and the right understanding and
observation of them, hath a large promise madetmto,Psalm107.43 Who is wise
and will observe these things, even they shall iataed the lovingkindness of the
Lord. Yet doth the ignorance thereof exceedingly abamdngst many, especially
the ignorance and not observing, but forgettingntbeks of mercy and judgments,
which GOD hath wrought amongst ourselves; whichasiit proved an in-let to many
other provocations, from theh/verse of that Psalm throughout, {11} so hath @air
threatenings pronounced against it, and sore judtgmeflicted on

it, Psalm28.5,Because they regard not the works of the Lord tineoperation of his
hands, he shall destroy them, and not build themsap 5.11,12Woe to them that
rise up early in the morning, that they may follsinong drink, and continue all night,
till wine inflame them, and the wine and the pipe, viol, the tabret and the harp are
in their feasts, but they regard not the work @& tlord, nor consider the operation of
his handsPsalm 106.7,13,21,2@ur fathers understood not thy wonders in Egypt,
they remembered not the multitude of thy mercigisptovoked him at the sea, they
soon forgot his works, they waited not for his gainThey forgat their Saviour, who
had done great things in Egypt, wondrous work&ialand of Ham, and terrible
things by the red se#n this Article also, Atheism is joined with Igramce, which as
it is the root and fountain of all other sPsalm14.1,The fool hath said in his heart,
there is no God, they are corrupt, they have ddrenanable works, there is none



that doth goodSo it is also the root and fountain of all miséfgh 2.12,At that time
ye were without Christ, being strangers from then@wnwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the Covenant of promise, havingamehand being without God in
the world And yet this doth possess many, there being tadés of that wicked
sort,Psalm10.4,Who through the pride of their heart, will not sé€&éd, God is not
in all their thoughts These are far from acknowledging him in all tiveatys, and
aiming at his glory in all their actions, accordieghese divine
rules,Proverbs3.6,In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall ditbg paths

1 Cor. 10.31 Whether therefore ye eat or ye drink, or whatsogeeaio, in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus Chgistng thanks to the Father through
him. But they do live as if there were no God, orfdeeihad forsaken the earth, and
did not seeEzek 9.9, Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the houssraél and
Judah is exceeding great, and the Land is fulloddh, and the City full of
perverseness, for they say, The Lord hath fors#keearth, and the Lord seeth
not; Or as if the Lord would not do good or evil, likeese who are threatenetgph
1.12,1 will search Jerusalem with candles, and punishtiren that are settled on
their lees, that say in their heart, the Lord witit do good, neither will he do

evil. {12}

The second Article

THE second Article concerning looseness and profaisi no less true and evident
than the first, it being undeniable that a floogaffanity hath overflowed the whole
Land, and that the most part of the Inhabitantestbfehave corrupted their way before
him, unto the dishonouring of his Name, reproactbwfprofession, and provoking
the eyes of his Glory, Isa. 1.249ear O heavens, and give ear O earth for the Lord
hath spoken, | have nourished and brought up caidand they have rebelled
against me; the ox hath known his owner, and tlsehasmaster's crib, but Israel doth
not know, my people doth not consider: Ah, sinftidsh, a people loaden with
iniquity, a seed of evil doers, children that acerapters, they have forsaken the
Lord, they have provoked the holy one of Israéinger, they have gone away
backward; why should ye be stricken any more, Jleeviolt more and more, the
whole head is sick, and the whole heart is fdizek. 36.21-238ut | had pity for my
holy name's sake, which the house of Israel hatfaped amongst the Heathen
whither they went: Therefore say to the houseraklsthus saith the Lord God, | do
not this for your sake, O house of Israel, butrfyr holy Name's sake, which ye have
profaned amongst the Heathen whither ye went, amtl anctify my great name
which was profaned among the Heathen which ye peofaned in the midst of them,
and the Heathen shall know that | am the Lord stie Lord God, when | shall be
sanctified in you, before their eyddalach. 2.11-13Judah hath dealt treacherously,



and an abomination is committed in Israel and Jales, for Judah hath profaned
the holiness of the Lord which he loved, and hadlried the daughter of a strange
god, the Lord will cut off the man that doth thie master and the scholar out of the
Tabernacles of Jacob, and him that offereth arrioijeunto the Lord of hosts; and
this have ye done again, covering the Altar oflLtbed with tears, with weeping and
with crying out, in so much that he regardeth mat offering any more, or receiveth it
with good will at your handdsa. 3.8For Jerusalem is ruined and Judah is fallen;
because their tongue and their doings are agdh3} the Lord, to provoke the eyes
of his glory The guilt of this abounding looseness and profyasiso much the more
heightened by these circumstances that do atteRdst, that it is under the clear
light of the Gospel, of the Word preached now fanmyears throughout the Land, in
purity and plenty. Secondly, that it is contraryntany solemn Vows, Engagements,
Oaths and Covenants taken on us before God, Aagdisnen to the contrary.
Thirdly, that it is under many blessings, mercied deliverances from the Lord.
Fourthly that it is under many chastisements, et$sjudgments, especially the
sword and pestilence, by which two, many thousamtise Land have been taken
away within these few years. Fifthly, that it ismomon and universal, and hath
reached over all sorts of persons, Noblemen, Gaestie Barons, Burgesses, Ministers
and Commons. Sixthly, from the greatness of itngassness of it, avowedness and
grossness of it, which is such that many declag@ #in asSodomand commit all
sorts of wickedness with greediness. Seventhlyn fifee kinds of it, some of the chief
and most common of which, especially these whamat@amed in some other Article
of the former Paper; we shall here touch: (1.) lilgpey, murmuring and fretting
against God and his works, which hath made mamyetry of the charges and
expense they have been put to, for the Gospelicawish there had been no such
thing as the entering into the National Covenamd, the renewing and entering into
the solemn League and Covenant, not to an fewrseand blaspheme the
Covenants, and to look on them as the rise andhatigf all the evils wherewith the
Land hath been afflicted; and it is an great preoc before God, as it appears from
these and the like Scriptures, Numb. 14.1,2,3,41102,And all the Congregations
lifted up their voice and weeped and cried, andgbeple weeped that night, and all
the children of Israel murmured against Moses, agdinst Aaron, and the whole
Congregation said to them, would to God we had digtle land of Egypt, or would
to God we had died in the wilderness; and wherelfi@ath the Lord brought us to this
land to fall by the sword, that our wives, and children should be a prey, were it
not better for us to return to Egypt? And they sané@ to another, let us make a
Captain, let us return to Egypt; then Moses andofdell on their faces before the
Assemblies of all the Congregation of the childvéisrael,{14} but all the
Congregation bade stone them with stones, andltrg gf the Lord appeared in the
Tabernacle of the Congregation before all the Qieitdofisrael:And the Lord said
untoMoses,How long will this People provoke me? and how lanigjit be ere this



People believe me, for all the signs | have sheamedngst them? | will smite them
with pestilence, and disinherit them, and will mak¢éhee a Nation, mightier and
greater than theyNumbers 21.5,8nd they journeyed from Mount Hor, by the way of
the Red Sea, to compass the LanBdim;and the soul of the People was much
discouraged because of the way; and the Peopleespg&inst GOD, and against
Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out ofdhd Lo die in the wilderness? for
there is no bread, neither is there any water;dar soul loatheth this light bread:
and the Lord sent fiery serpents among the peaplé much people déraeldied 1
Cor. 11.10Neither be ye murmurers, as some of them also nrednand were
destroyed of the destroydR.) Using not only of charms, though it be camded in
the ScripturesDeut 18.11,A Charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, ar
Wizard, or a Necromancer, shall not be found ambwgs; for all that do these
things are an abomination to the Lorgkt is very frequent among the Commons: But
also Sorcery and Witchcraft, which is an abomimgtitxod 22.18,Thou shalt not
suffer a Witch to live. Deu18.10,There shall not be found amongst you any that
useth Divination, or an enchanter, or any Wjtespecially amongst these who have
been baptized in the Name of the Lord Jesus, andogk (by the great discoveries
thereof which hath been of late) appear to be frequent in the Land. (3.) Ordinary
swearing by them that are no Godet. 5.7,How shall | pardon thee for this? thy
Children have forsaken Me, and sworn by them wieanarGods, when | have fed
them to the fullZeph. 1.4,5| will also stretch out my hand againkidahand all the
inhabitants oflerusalemand | will cut off the remnant of Baal from thigpé, and

the name of the Chemarims, with the Priests: ardtthat worship the host of
heaven upon the house tops, and them that worshgpthat swear by the Name of
the LORD, and that swear Ialcham: such as Faith, Truth, Soul, Conscience, an
by the holy and blessed Name of GOD Himself, an#lisyBlood and Wounds, and
fearful Execrations and Cursings, which though #i6} be condemned, forbidden
and threatened in the Scriptures, Exod. ZDhou shalt not take the Name of the Lord
thy God in vainLev. 19.12 Thou shalt not swear by my Name falsely, neithait sh
thou profane the Name of thy God: | am the Ldddtt. 5.33-37Again, ye have
heard it said by them of old time, Thou shalt mosWear thyself, but shalt perform to
the Lord thy God thy Oaths. But | say unto you,&wet at all, neither by Heaven,
for it is God's Throne: neither by the Earth, forg His Footstool: neither

by Jerusalemior it is the City of the great King: neither sh#iou swear by thy Head,
for thou cannot make one hair white or black. Bitjour communication be, Yea,
yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than thesmeth of evilJer. 23.10For the
Land is full of Adulteries; because of Swearinglthad mourneth, and the pleasant
places in the wilderness are dried up, because tmirse is evil, and their force is
not right Zech. 5.1-4Then | looked, and lift up mine eyes, and behoftjiag Roll:
the length thereof is twenty cubits, and the briedléreof ten cubits. Then said he
unto me, This is the curse that goeth over the ddtlee whole Earth: for every one



that stealeth, shall be cut off as on this sideoading to it: and every one that
sweareth, shall be cut off on that side, accordod. | will bring it forth, saith the
Lord of hosts, and it shall enter into the houséhefThief, and into the house of him
that sweareth falsely by my Name: and it shall nrenmathe midst of his house, and
shall consume the timber and stones theréet.these are so frequent and habitual
amongst us, that in many parts of the Land itrigra thing to find a man or a woman,
that in their ordinary speech is not addicted ims@ne of these. (4.) Ordinary and
gross profanation of the Lord's Day; not only bglsing of, and absenting from the
Publick Worship with the Congregation, which isaalt whereof many are guilty; and
not attending to the Word, or joining in Prayer aimhing of Psalms, when they are
present, but also by traveling, trysting, workisgeaking our own words and
otherwise: The danger and heinousness of thisgpeas, froniExod
20.8,Remember the Sabbath day to keep it.iéghem. 13.15-18n those days, saw
| in Judahsome treading Wine-presses on the Sabbath, andibgin Sheaves, and
loading Asses, and also Wine-Grapes, and Figs,andanner of burdens which
they brought tdderusalenon {16} the Sabbath Day: and | testified against them in
the day wherein they sold victuals. There dwelt ofélryre also therein, which
brought fish and all manner of ware, which theydgol the children

of Judaand Jerusalenon the Sabbath: then | contended with the Noblésdafand
said unto them, What evil thing is this which yeatal profane the Sabbath day, did
not your fathers thus, and did not our God bringtlis evil on us, and on this city?
yet ye bring more wrath dsrael,by profaning the Sabbatlsai. 58.13,14lf thou

turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doingdtw pleasure on my holy day,
and call the Sabbath a delight, and the holy ofltbed, honourable, and shalt honour
him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thinengeieasures, nor speaking thine
own words, then shalt thou delight thyself in tled,. and thou shalt ride on the high
places of the earth, and | will feed thee with ltleeitage ofJacolthy father, for the
mouth of the Lord hath spoken(%.) Not giving obedience to authority to theisf
and lawful commands for conscience sdkem 13.5,Wherefore ye must needs be
subject, not only for wrath, but also for consciesake And on the other hand, an
implicit and willing following of their unlawful coomands, obeying men rather than
God,Hos 5.11, Ephrainis oppressed and broken in judgment, because tiagiyl
walked after the commandmeActs 4.19\Whether it be right in the sight of God to
hearken to you rather than to God, judge Ve gross neglect of many parents in the
instructing and breeding of their Children in knedge, virtue, and pieti{gph

6.4, Ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, lmirig them up in the nurture
and admonition of the LordAnd the untowardness and ingratitude of manydcén

to their Parentdph 6.1-3,Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for thsgight.
Honour thy father and mother (which is the firsbwoandment with promise) that it
may be well with thee, and that thou may live longhe earth(6.) Self murder,
unnatural murder of Children, enmity, malice, striéontention, especially at Law



suits, revenge, and blood, which as they are ansies of this Nation, and did much
appear in the banding of Clans one against anaihdrhave been little mourned for,
or repented of to this day, so do they still camtinvhilst we profess the unity of the
Faith in Christ, and are joined in Covenants oklewnd peace one with another,

{17} Jam 3.14-16 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in youatis, glory not,

and lie not against the truth. This wisdom desc#dndet from above, but is earthly,
sensual, devilish: For where envying and striféhgre is confusion and every evil
work. 1 Cor. 5.8, Therefore let us keep the feast not with old Leanwerther with the
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the welead bread of sincerity and truth
Titus 3.3,For we ourselves were sometime disobedient, fqalsteived, serving
divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice andyeimateful, and hating one another
Levit. 19.18,Thou shalt not avenge nor bear any grudge agalreschildren of thy
people; but thou shalt love thy neighbour as tHy$elm the LORDProv. 1.16For
their feet run to evil, and they make haste to diledd, Gal 5.15,For if ye bite and
devour one another, take heed that ye be not coedome of anothe(7.)
Intemperance, gluttony and drunkenness; the lashath is become so common, that
it hath overrun almost the whole Nation, so th& hard to find many who are not
tipplers, or common drunkards, or will drink druoik occasion and with company:
With this sin we may join the immoderate and exeesgse of Tobacco, which is
such, that much money and precious time is nedylasd superfluously spent that
way by persons of all sortisa. 5.11,12,22Woe to them that rise up early in the
morning to drink strong drink, and continue tillghit, till Wine inflame them; and the
harp, and the viol, and tabret, and the pipe, amgevare in their feasts. Woe to them
that are mighty to drink wine, and men of mightiagle strong drinkProv. 23.29-
32,Who hath woe? Who hath sorrow? Who hath conterigviso hath babblings?
Who hath wounds without cause? Who hath rednesgesf? They that tarry long at
the wine, they that go to seek mixed wine. Lookhwat on the wine when it is red,
when it gives its colour in the cup, when it movesélf aright; at last it biteth like a
serpent, and stingeth like an addEph. 5.18Be not drunk with wine, wherein is
excess(8.) Vanity and excess in apparel, and in houskstoff, far above that which
becometh the sobriety of the Gospel, or that tmelition of such a people can reach
unto,Isa. 3, from the 16th vers&ecause the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk
with stretched out necks, and wanton eyes, andimgras they go, and making a
tinkling with their feet, therefore the LORMD8} will smite with a scab the crown of
the head of the daughters of Zion, and the LORDdmtover their secret parts. And
in that day the Lord will take away the braventlogir tinkling ornaments about their
feet, and their cauls, and their round tires like tMoon, the chains, and the
bracelets, and the mufflers, & the bonnets, & theaments of the legs, and the head-
bands, and the tablets, and the ear-rings, anchthse-jewels, the changeable suits of
apparel, the mantles and the wimples, the crisping, the glasses and the fine linen,
and the hoods, and the vails; and it shall compass that in stead of a sweet smell



there shall be stink, and in stead of a girdle aty@and in stead of well set hair,
baldness, and in stead of a stomacher, a girdingaokcloth, and burning in stead of
beauty, thy men shall fall by the sword, and thghty men in the war, and her gates
shall lament and mourn, and she being desolatd shain the groundl Pet.
3.3,Whose adorning let it not be outward adorning @fifohg the hair, and of
wearing of gold, and putting on of appargeph. 1.8And it shall come to pass in the
day of the LORD'S sacrifice that | will punish tPences; and the King's children
and all such as are clothed with strange appaf@l) Uncleanness and filthiness of all
sorts, rotten speeches, filthy communication, chermlg and wantonness, &
fornication, adultery, incest, in some places babiyt and sodomy, especially
fornications and adulteries which abound in mamges; the first whereofjz
fornication is by many accounted no sin. For digcing the greatness of these sins,
considerExod 20.14,Thou shalt not commit adultery Cor. 6.13Now the body is
not for fornication, but for the Lord, and the Lorfdr the body1 Cor. 5.1]tis
reported commonly, that there is fornication amangsl, and such fornication as is
not so much as named among the Gentiles, thatlemddshave his father's wife
Rom. 13.13Let us walk honestly as in the day, not in chanmigeaind wantonness
Eph. 5.3 But fornication and all uncleanness, let it not eri® named among yotth
verse Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jestinwhich are not convenient
(10.) Prodigality, oppression, extortions, usumybhéry, theft, robbery, false weights
and measures, injustice and unfaithfulness in @otdrand Bargains, with fraudulent
dealing and deceiving one another; Artificial deeng of victuals and other things,
the livelihood and maintenance of the Peolbeod 20.15,Thou shalt not steaEzek.
22.12,In thee{19} have they taken gifts to shed blood, thou hasttakery and
increase, thou hast greedily gained of thy neighliyuextortion Amos 5.12They
afflict the just, they have taken a bribe, theyntaside the poor from his rightlicah
6.10,11 Are there yet treasures of wickedness in the holuige wicked, and the
scant measure that is abominable? Shall | counntpare with the wicked balances,
and with the bag of deceitful weightsThess. 4.6That no man go beyond and
defraud his brother in any matter, for the Lordhe avenger of all sucll11.) Lying,
slandering, backbiting, detracting, reviling, takearing, rash censuring, and defaming
and speaking ill one of another, with false witmegsnd perjury, breach of Oaths,
Covenants, promiseBxodus20.16,Thou shalt not bear false withess against thy
neighbour Psalm 50.19,20/hou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue fitame
deceit: thou sittest and speakest against thy lemptihou slanderest thine own
mother's son2 Cor. 12.20l_est there be debates, envying, wrath, strife, bizick),
whisperings, swellings, and tumulddatt. 7.1,Judge not, that ye be not judgé&tbm.
1.31,without understanding, Covenant-breakers, withaitiral affection,
implacable, unmerciful2 Tim. 3.1,2,This know also, that in the last days, perilous
times shall come, for men shall be lovers of thérasecovetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unhBifore we close this Article of profanity,



we cannot but in a special way take notice of drei@ge of many beggars in the
Land, amongst whom for a long time past, abominataf all sorts hath abounded;
which sin lies so much heavier on the Land, becthmagh it hath been generally
known and acknowledged by all, yet hath no effdataarse been taken to this day
for the helping thereof.

3. Article.

THE third Article which relates to JESUS CHRIST dhd Gospel, is in a great
measure spoken to in the Causes of Humiliationceonng the contempt of the
Gospel, condescended on by the Commission of thei@eAssembly aPerth,
Dec.22, 1650, yet some particulars there be in thelgrtwhich we shall now speak
unto: (1.) The resting on outward and bare formthout studying to know in
ourselves, or to promove in others, the Kingdor®@®ID, which is righteousness, and
peace, and joy in {20} the Holy Ghost. The WorkReformation in the outward part
of it, or external means, that do relate to Worsmg Ordinances of GOD and the
purity thereof, is certainly a thing excellent atekirable, which all the lovers of pure
Religion and undefiled, ought to endeavour to attaiand preserve, Ezra
7.27,Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers, who hatlspch a thing as this in the
King's heart; to beautify the house of the LordatusalemExod.

39.42,43 According to all that the Lord commanded MoseghsoChildren of Israel
made all the work. And Moses did look on all thekywand behold they had done it,
as the Lord commanded, even so had they done, asdd\wlessed therdzek.
42.11,And the way before them was like the appearingefdhambers that were
toward the North, as long as they, and as broathay, and all their goings out were
both according to their fashions, and accordingheir doors Heb. 3.2\Who was
faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses faithful in all his houseHeb.
8.5,Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavengst as Moses was
admonished of God, when he was about to make Iteenacle; for, see (saith he)
that thou make all things according to the pattsinewed thee in the mouBwut when
these things are rested upon and idolized, thalm@oigh our corruption become
shares to us, to keep us from seeking in to masellext and better things, to wit,
communion and fellowship with GOD, and the powet ke of godliness, which are
the kernel, whereof these things are but the gimellthe scrooff, and being rested
upon, do provoke the Lord either to make them Iloeared fruitless to us, or else to
loath us in the following of them, or to removerthe/holly away from uslsa. 1.10-
15, Hear the word of the Lord ye rulers of Sodom, g&eto the Law of our God ye
people of Gomorrah; To what purpose is the mulgtaflyour sacrifices to me, saith
the Lord? | am full of the burnt-offerings of ranasd the fat of fed beasts: | delight



not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or ofdgaats. When ye come to appear
before me, who hath required this at your handsread my Courts? Bring no more
vain oblation, incense is an abomination to me,rnteé& moons and the Sabbaths, and
the calling of the assembly, | cannot away witls @&n iniquity, even the solemn
meeting: your new moons and appointed feasts myhateth, they are a trouble to
me, | am weary to bear them: And when ye spredl faur{21} hands, | will hide
mine eyes from you; yea when ye make many prdyetisnot hear: your hands are
full of blood Isa. 66.1-4Thus saith the Lord, The heavens is my thronetlameéarth

Is my footstool, where is the house ye will build end where is the place of my rest?
for all these things hath mine hand made, andnadké things have been saith the
Lord. But to this man will | look, even to him th&bf a poor and contrite spirit, and
trembleth at my word. He that killeth an ox is fasa slew a man: he that sacrificeth a
lamb, as if he cut off a dog's neck: he that offeea oblation, as he that offereth
swine's blood; he that burneth incense, as helitesseth an idol. Yea, they have
chosen their own ways, and their soul delightettheir abominations; | also will
choose their delusions, and bring their fears aanthbecause when | called, none did
answer; and when | spake, they did not hear, bdiedil before mine eyes, and chose
that in which | delighted notler. 7.4,8-14Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, ars¢h@&ehold, ye trust in lying words
that cannot profit. Will ye steal, murder, comndu#iery, and swear falsely, and burn
Incense to Baal, and walk after other gods whorkngav not, and come and stand
before me in this house, which is called by my name say, we are delivered to do
all these abominations? Is this house which isechBly my Name become a den of
robbers in your eyes? Behold, even | have sesanitt) the Lord; but go ye to my
place which was in Shiloh, where | set my Namaalfitst, and see what | did to it,
for the wickedness of my people Israel. And nowtex ye have done all these
works, saith the Lord, and | spake to you, risipgearly, and speaking, but ye heard
not; and | called you, but ye answered not: Theeefeill | do unto this house which

Is called by my Name, wherein ye trust, and tgothee which | gave to your fathers,
as | have done to Shilokzek. 7.20-22As for the beauty of his ornament, he set it in
Majesty; but they made the Images of their aboronat and of their detestable
things therein: therefore have | set it far fronetin And | will give it to the hands of
the strangers for a prey, and to the wicked ofgheh for a spoil, and they shall
pollute it; my face also will | turn from them, atitey shall pollute my secret place,
for the robbers shall enter into it and defiledieph. 3.13The remnant of Israel shall
not do iniquity, nor speak lies, neither shall aeiful tongue b§22} found in their
mouth, for they shall feed and lie down, and ndradl snake them afraidAnd this

hath been undoubtedly in a great measure thedaalny in this Land, the height of
whose zeal and endeavours hath been for the magogtain the purity of
Ordinances, not labouring for the power thereofemde hath issued a great deal of
boasting and confidence in a Covenant and puren@ndes, and a well reformed



Kirk, when in the meanwhile most men be strangetbdt grace that bringeth
salvation, and teacheth to deny ungodliness anttilydusts, and to live soberly,
righteously and godly in this present worldtus2.11,12 For the grace of God that
bringeth salvation, hath appeared to all men, teaghus, that denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we should live godly, rightequshd soberly in this present world
The second is the sad Consequents that hath fallowehis, whereof there be four
special in the Article.

The First whereof is, The admitting of personsnigtitly qualified to the work of the
Ministry, and Elderships in Congregations, anddbetinuing of such in these places.
For understanding of which, ye would consider, thatWord of God, and Acts and
Constitutions of our Kirk, do require of Ministersyt only that they be men of
knowledge, understanding and conscience, for rutirtge house of God, and of a
blameless conversation; but that they be sanctretholy, and spiritual, and have
their senses exercised in spiritual thingBishop(saithPaul, Titus1l.8)must be a
lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperAted the same Apostle, Tim. 3.6,

tells us,he must not be a novicer one newly come in to the faith. He would niokyo
have him in the faith, that he may speak becauseleves, and be able to comfort
others with the consolations wherewith he hath teeself comforted of God,

2 Cor. 1.3,4,Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord JebuistCeven the
Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, who camefth us in all our tribulation,
that we may be able to comfort others who areonltte, with the comfort wherewith
we ourselves have been comforted of Giodhe Acts of the Assembly
atEdinburgh1596,March 26, it is provided, That the trial of the persem$e
admitted to the Ministry hereafter, consist notyanltheir learning and ability to
preach, but also in conscience and feeling, andsgdiwisdom; and in the same Act
it is provided, that such as shall not be founakgito sanctification and {23} prayer,
that study not to be powerful and spiritual, butbtl, and wanting spiritual Zeal, that
all such persons be censured, and continuing theseideprived: Which Act was
revived in the General Assembly 1638, likewisehia General Assembly 1646. The
putting in, and holding in of insufficient and sesped men, who favour the things of
this life; and the keeping the door straiter orsthehom God hath sealed, then on
these who have less evidence of Grace and holiisagxkoned amongst the
enormities and corruptions of the Ministry in theallings; and amongst the remedies
of these corruptions, it is provided, That all Pygsries make great conscience to
have all vacant places, within their several bowtded with godly and able men,
wherever they be found. These Scriptures and Aatis,sundry others of the like
kind, require, not only that a Minister be negdiv®oly, that is, one who is not
scandalous in his life and conversation, but tleabé positively holy, acquainted with
God and spiritual things, and a partaker of thega the Gospel in himself, which
he preacheth to others; and religious reason @afinne the same: How shall he be a



Christian Minister, who is not a Christian? howlsha preach to others, who doth
not himself believe? how shall he know to spealoedvin season, to whom the Lord
hath not given the tongue of the Learned? to canofitvers with the consolations of
God, who was never comforted therewith himself? Hball he pray for others, who
cannot pray for himself? How shall he reveal Chugto never knew him? How shall
he naturally care for souls, who hath not the lofv€hrist dwelling in him? The
Scriptures do also require of ruling Elders, ndydhat they be men of
understanding, knowledge, and wisdom, and sucheaatde to discern and rule, but
also that they be blameless and holy, as is evidght Epistles

of PaultoTimothyandTitus And the Discipline of our Kirk requires, That ks
abilities to govern, consult, admonish, and ordlethangs appertaining to the state of
the Congregation, that they be men of a good hfk#oly conversation, without
blame, and all suspicion, careful for the Flockseyiand above all things fearing God:
notwithstanding hereof, many literal and formal m&ho are strangers to the mystery
of godliness, & work of the Spirit of life, whick in Jesus Christ, are admitted unto,
and continued in the Ministry and Elderships (naysome places, especially in
Elderships, men that are ignorant and {24} scangglby which things it comes to
pass that there is a lifeless, dead, and carelessth, and unprofitable Elderships in
many Congregations, and that the growth of the €lampd godliness, is exceedingly
obstructed and hindered.

The second Consequent which is mentioned, is, Téesgslighting and mocking of
Kirk Censures, and of Publick Repentance; wherteawbuld be considered, That the
Word of God, Acts and Constitutions of this Kirlqg cequire of these who are to make
Publick Profession of their Repentance for scandabédfences, not only a naked and
bare profession of Repentance, but such a profes$iBepentance, as doth hold
forth a real conviction and sorrow for sin; and aoly the ceasing from the sin for the
time, but the bringing forth of the contrary goadits of sobriety, righteousness and
holinessNumb 5.6-8,Speak unto the Children of Israel, when a man woaan

shall commit any sin that men commit, to do a @msspagainst the Lord, and that
person be guilty; then they shall confess theiwdich they have done; and he shall
recompence his trespass with the principal theraofl add unto it the fifth part
thereof, and give it unto him against whom he hisbpassed. But if the man have no
kinsman to recompence the trespass unto, let #spaiss be recompensed unto the
Lord, even unto the Priest: beside the Ram of ai@me, whereby an atonement shall
be made for himit is appointed that offenders who have wrongieis, and were to
be admitted to the trespass offering, should niyt make confession of their sins, but
also make satisfaction to the party to whom thengrewas done, which satisfaction is
a fruit of righteousness; to which agrees thatesfus Christ, Matt5.23,If thou bring
thy gift to the Altar, and there remembrest thatlihother hath ought against thee,
verse24,leave there thy gift before the Altar, and go tlayywand first be reconciled



to thy brother, and then come and offer thy. ¢iftthat publick penitential confession
that is mentionedszra10.10,11Ye have transgressed and taken strange wives, and
increased the trespasses of Israel: now therefakentonfession to the LORD GOD
of your fathers, and do his pleasure, and sepayateselves from the people of the
land, and from the strange wivekhere is not only a confession of the sin, bdoiag
of the LORD's pleasure, and a separating of tharmasdtom the people of the land,
and from the strange wiva3salm51, which was penned to be a testimony {25}

of David'sPublick Repentance, for the scandalous sins of enadd adultery
committed by him; and was therefore committed &ahief Musician, to be
Published in the Sanctuary and Temple, doth comiainy notable Evidences of
Repentance and Reformation: And we see the ApBailé 2 Cor. 2.7, doth not give
charge to th€orinthiansfor the receiving the Incestuous person, untisha some
appearance of hazard to be swallowed up with tochrsorrow, 7tlverse, Ye ought

to forgive him and comfort him, lest perhaps sucloae be swallowed up with
overmuch sorrowyhich doth argue that the Apostle thought a gnegdisure of real
conviction and sorrow requisite in such an onepteehe ought to be received:
According to these Scriptures, the first book afdjpline, in the 7th head thereof,
requires that before scandalous persons be adrutteeé Publick confession of their
Repentance, that there appear in them signs oigme@ repentance; and the form and
order of Publick repentance appointed by the Gérexsembly of the Ministers and
Elders, in the which they ought sharply to be exmaiwhat fear and terrour they
have of God's judgments, and what hatred for sid,dmlor for the same, and what
sense and feeling they have of God's merciesgimtiich if they be ignorant, they
ought diligently to be instructed: For it is butr@cking to present such to Publick
Repentance as neither know what sin is, what Rapeatis, what Grace is, nor by
whom God's mercy and favour is purchased, therehigeoffender shall be instructed
in the Assembly, so that he have some taste ofsGodigments, but chiefly of God's
Mercies through Jesus Christ, he may be presemfieddsthe Publick Kirk; And the
Act of the General Assembly Bdinburgh1596,March 26, That none falling in
Publick scandal be received in the fellowship &f iirk, except his Minister have
some appearance and warrant in his Consciencd)dheth both a feeling of sin, and
an apprehension of mercy; and for this effect, thatMinister travail with him in
Doctrine, and private instruction, to bring himréte; especially in the Doctrine of
Publick Repentance, which being neglected, thei€uplace of Repentance is turned
to a mocking. And the Acts of the General AssenatbBrdinburgh1649, provides that
because many heretofore have made a shew andgoofe$ Repentance, who were
not convinced of their guiltiness, nor humbledtfoe same, but did thereafter return
like the dog to the vomit, {26} and with the sowtte puddle, unto the mocking of
God, the exceeding great reproach and detrimemisdafause; Therefore for the better
discerning the truth & sincerity of the Repentantéhese who desire to be admitted
to the Covenant and Communion, it is appointedaddined that none of the



persons who are debarred from the Covenant and @arom shall be received and
admitted thereunto, but such as after trial shafidund for some competent time
either before or after the offer of their Repengraccording to the discretion of the
respective Judicatories, to have in their ordircanyversation given real testimony of
their dislike of the late unlawful Engagement, ahall the courses and ways of
Malignants, and of their sorrow for their accesgmithe same, and to live godly,
righteously, & soberly &c. And reason also proves $ame point, for whether we
take Publick Repentance in reference to the rengovirscandal and offence given to
the Kirk, or in reference to the absolution of gagty from the guilt of the same
intimated to him by the Minister as the servanCafist, and in the Name of Christ,
on his Repentance; it must always be understosddf a profession of Repentance,
as doth evidence the reality and humility thereadutward fruits; for a real scandal
cannot be removed by a bare and verbal professitvouwt fruits; neither can a
minister with any persuasion of conscience makeimiyation of mercy and pardon
to him of the reality and sincerity of whose praies he hath no testimony in his
carriage and conversation. Yet notwithstandindghefée things many scandalous
persons of all sorts, especially these who wertappoMalignants disaffected to the
Work of GOD and his people this last year, havenksbmitted to Publick
Repentance, on bare convictions of Repentanceanals without any real evidence
and fruit thereof in their carriage and conversatitay, in many of them there was
presumptions in the contrary; which as it hath proa snare to their souls, so hath it
exceedingly provoked God, and stumbled the godig,randered Kirk Censures and
Publick Repentance base and contemptible.

The third consequence is, That the Sacrament df@RD's Supper hath been
fearfully polluted and profaned, by the promiscuadmitting of many scandalous
and ignorant persons thereto: The truth wheretdfematter of fact, as it hath been
the constant burden and complaint of all the gadilyisters and {27} people

in Scotlandthese many years past; so it hath been, oft cesdas the Causes of
solemn Fasts, and publick Humiliation and partidylan that publick
Acknowledgement of Sin that was made by the Kirlsobtland in the year 1648.
That it may be the better understood and takeryaipiould consider first what
persons by the Word of GOD, and doctrine of th& iKirScotland are to be debarred
from, or admitted to the Sacrament of the Lord’sf&u; how the rule of the Word
and constitutions of the Kirk are kept in this pafar. For the first, it is clear from
the Word of God, and the Doctrine of the KirkSdfotland that all scandalous and
ignorant persons ought to be debarred from thea®samt of the Lord's Supper, and
that none ought to be received and admitted thésebnt such who do not only know
and make profession of the Gospel, but walk swet#idreunto. The Apostfeaulin

the 1Cor. 11.28, appoints that a man must first examineslfnand so eat. And he
also saith, That he who comes to that Sacramerst Ioeuone who discerns the Lord's



Body; otherwise, that he eats and drinks damnatidnmself; and he further adds,
That this must be done in remembrance of JESUS SHRb shew forth his death

till he come again; and therefore such as by reagtmeir ignorance cannot examine
themselves, nor discern the Lord's Body, nor kne@tsvhat it is to shew forth the
Lord's death, ought not to come. This same dugxamination, discerning the Lord's
Body, which the Apostle calls for, doth also deb@andalous persons, and admit of
none but such who walk orderly according to thegegdecause the examination
here required, must be according to the natureeoOrdinance of the Lord's Supper,
to wit, whether they be worthy or not, that is, Wier they have repentance or not;
For he that comes without it, is unclean, and slugs the Ordinance; as also
whether he hath faith or not, without which, thea@ be no discerning of the Lord's
Body, nor shewing forth his death; and whether thaye love or no, without which,
there can be no Communion with CHRIST and his Mesibethat Ordinance. The
Confession of Faith of the Kirk &cotland [Chapter 23] Entitled, To whom
Sacraments appertain, speaks thus: "But the Supplee Lord (we confess) to
appertain to such only as be of the household it F@nd can try and examine
themselves, aswell in their faith as in their digtyheir neighbour;" but if such
persons ought {28} not to come, and if the Sacramdn not appertain to them, there
can be no question, but if they presume to conag, tlught to be debarred, it being a
trust committed to the Officers of the Kirk, boththe Old and New Testament, to
keep the charge of the holy things, and to take fieg his Ordinances be not
polluted and profaned, and to separate the pre@ioosthe vileLevit 10.10,That ye
may put a difference betwixt the holy and unhadywixt the clean and uncleas
Chron. 23.19And he set the porters at the gates of the houedford, that none
who was unclean, in any thing, should enteiErek. 22.28,hey have put no
difference betwixt the holy and profane, neitheréhthey shewed difference betwixt
the clean and the uncleaBzek. 44.7\n that ye have brought into my sanctuary
strangers uncircumcised in heart, and uncircumciseftesh, to be in my sanctuary to
pollute it, even my house, when ye offer my briwdfat and the blood, and they have
broken my Covenant, because of all your abominatiand ye have not kept the
charge of my holy things, but ye have set keegdars/aharge in my sanctuary for
yourselvesMatt. 7.6,Give not that which is holy unto dogs, neither gasyour

pearls before swine, lest they trample them unfeir feet, and turn again and rend
you 1 Cor. 5.13But them that are without God judgeth; thereforé guay from
amongst yourselves that wicked persbitus 3.10A man that is an heretic, after the
first and second admonition, reje&ev. 2.10Nevertheless | have a few things
against thee, because thou sufferest that womagbégavhich calleth herself a
prophetess, to teach & seduce my servants to colmmitation, and to eat things
sacrificed to idolsJer. 15.19If thou take forth the precious from the vile, trstalt

be as my mouth: let them return unto thee, butrnetot thou unto thenThe

Direction for the Publick Worship of God throughdl three Kingdoms, in the Head



concerning the Celebration of the Lord's Suppeers, that the ignorant &
scandalous are not to receive the Sacrament. Antaige Catechism asserts, That
such as are found to be ignorant & scandalous, itft@tanding their profession of
faith and desire to come to the Lord's Supper, &aught to be kept from that
Sacrament, by the power which Christ hath leftisMirk, until they receive
instruction, and manifest their reformation: And thonfession of Faith
condescended on by the Assembly of Divines, andoapp by the Kirk ofScotland

in the Chapter {29} of the Lord's Supper, saithafall scandalous and ignorant
persons, as they are unfit to enjoy Communion ®#RIST, so are they unworthy of
the Lord's Table, and so cannot without great garest CHRIST (whilst they remain
such) partake of the holy Mysteries, or be admittedleto. And for proof thereof,
citeth these Scriptures,Qor. 11.27-29Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread,
and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, shall ¢nailty of the body and blood of the
Lord: But let a man examine himself, and so let &anof that bread, and drink of
that cup: For he that eateth and drinketh unwosthdateth and drinketh damnation
to himself, not discerning the Lord's bo@yCor. 5.14-16For the love of Christ
constraineth us, because we thus judge, That idetefor all, then were all dead;
and that he died for all, that they which live, slibnot henceforth live to themselves,
but to him that died for them, and rose again. Vefame henceforth know we no man
after the flesh; yea, though we have known Chftst ghe flesh, yet we henceforth
know him no morel Cor. 5.6, Know ye not, that a little leaven leaveneth thelesho
lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that g& be a new lump, as ye are
unleavened. For even Christ our passover is saedfifor us Verse 13But them that
are without, God judgeth: Therefore put away fromoag yourselves that wicked
person 2 Thess. 3.6,14,18low we command you, brethren, in the Name of owd Lo
Jesus Christ, That ye withdraw yourselves fromyebesther that walketh disorderly,
and not after the tradition which he received afAisd if any man obey not our word
by this Epistle, note that man, and have no compathyhim, that he may be
ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but admioinisas a brotherMatt.

7.6, Give not that which is holy unto dogs, neither gesyour pearls before swine,
lest they trample them under their feet, and tugaia and rend you

As to the other, how the Rule of the Word, and @arnns of this Kirk are kept in
this particular, it needs not much be spoken, ridmesgression being so palpable &
common that they who runs may read, these partitaléts may be taken notice of in
order to this point: (1.) To say nothing, thatam® places, few or none at all are
excluded for ignorance, but that persons being onoe to such an age, are
admitted, and being once admitted, are never agaiuded: There is in many
Congregations little or no care to {30} examineake any notice of the knowledge
of all persons indifferently, something being dameeference to servants, and these
of the poorer sort, but masters of families andéhof the richer sort for the most part



neglected, taking it for granted (as it were) thaty have knowledge, when indeed
many of them are grossly ignorant, and ought becatitheir ignorance to be
debarred. (2.) That the bare repeating of the Ed?dayer, the Belief, or ten
Commandments, or answering a Question or two oCtitechism by rot[e]-rime (as
we say) when nothing of the meaning is understsooly many taken for knowledge
sufficient. (3.) There is not sufficient care t&eanotice of all scandals and scandalous
persons, in which respect there is a twofold gneggect: [1.] That the scandal of
omission of Duty is not taken notice of, as weltlas scandal of commission of sin,
notwithstanding that the Acts and Constitutionghef Kirk make express provision
for the one aswell as for the other, as may be seteir Acts against these who
absent themselves on the Lord's day from the Rul¥iership of God, and against
masters of families who neglect to pray in themilg, and others of that nature. [2.]
The many scandals of commission are also negletieeing a custom in many
Congregations to take notice only of Fornicators Adulterers, and workers on the
Lord's day, and such as these; but do neglect @ngpDrunkards, Swearers, Liars,
Deceivers of their Neighbors, Fighters, Oppresdexsyrtioners, Covetous persons,
and many others who walk contrary to the Gospekreds it is expressly provided by
the Discipline of this Kirk, in the year 1587, thiathe Eldership perceive any thing in
the Congregation either evil in the example, onde#ous in manners, and not
beseeming their profession, whatsoever it be tlagt spot the Christian
Congregation, yea rather whatsoever is not toaaditin, ought not to escape
admonition or punishment, or higher degree of Kiidnsure, as €or. 2.6, Sufficient
to such a man is this punishment which was inflictemany (4.) That many such as
have been judicially convicted of scandalous faalte pressed and received into a
publick profession of Repentance, when as indeeie: tis no real evidences of
Repentance, yet by a profession thereof are paicapacity to come to the Lord's
Table: By these ways it comes to pass that margragm and scandalous persons are
admitted who ought to be excluded; which certaislg fearful sin, as may appear in
these and many other respects: {31} [1.] It hindaesy poor souls from searching
after knowledge, and from departing from iniquapnd hardens them in their
ignorance and lewdness. [2.] It causeth them téapeothe precious blood of the
Covenant, and to eat and drink damnation to thamse[3.] It makes the ignorant
and scandalous promiscuously partakers of the eétie Covenant of Grace with
the truly godly. [4.] It provokes the Lord to depiom his Ordinances, and forsake
his Temple, because of such dishonour to his N&idt brings on the judgment of
God on patrticular persons and the whole Land.L&s}ly, it grieves and stumbles the
godly amongst ourselves, and exposes ourselvethar@rdinances of Christ therein,
to contempt and reproach amongst others.

The Fourth Consequent which is named to followhenresting upon outward and
bare forms, is the keeping in of many continuallpgenly profane in the fellowship



of this Kirk, by which is meant the neglect of @agtout such from the fellowship of
the kirk by the sentence of excommunication; fotaiely these who do willfully
continue in their ignorance from year to year,tdligg the means of knowledge, and
refusing to be instructed, or to learn the wayhef tLord: And these who do continue
in an open course of profanity, making a professibirepentance, and still persisting
in their wicked way after sufficient pains takentbem, and their slighting other
inferior Kirk Censures, ought to be casten outrgsadd withered, corrupt and rotten
branches, and not to be looked as Members of thedliGOD.Num 15.30,But the
soul that doth ought presumptuously, whether hiedoe in the Land, or a stranger;
the same reproacheth the Lord, and that soul di&ltut off from amongst his
People Psalm 50.16,1But to the wicked God saith, What hast thou tooddetclare
my Statutes, or that thou shouldest take my Covenaimy mouth, seeing thou hatest
instruction and casteth my Words behind thisteet. 18.18 Verily | say unto you,
Whatsoever you shall bind on Earth, shall be boanideaven And therefore it is
provided in the old Acts of the Assembly of thigKithat who will stubbornly remain
ignorant in the principal points of Salvation, st Excommunicated: And that
every Master of Family shall be commanded, eitbenstruct his Children and
Servants, or cause them be instructed; and ifwhiéyot, the Kirk shall proceed
against them. The General Assembl¥dinburghin the year 1648, in the Overtures
for the remedy {32} of Grievances and common sihthe Land, provided, That
persons often guilty of gross scandals, be Exconrated more summarily than
ordinary Process, except there be more than ogdéigns & an eminent measure of
repentance, made known to the Sessions and PresiBs&sides these four, the
Article also mentions many other sad and fearfalseguents unto the profaning of all
the Ordinances of God, and rendering them bareemand fruitless to us. And there
IS no question, but that formality in professiondaesting upon, and idolizing
outward and bare forms, brings out many sad comrsgg/iesides these; such as the
slighting by many, and mocking by some, the workhef Spirit, not seeking after
communion and fellowship with God in Ordinanceg, stadying to know, and be
humbled for the iniquity of our Holy things, noteseg a need, and employing of
JESUS CHRIST for strength, and acceptance in alpetformances; and turning the
living God to a dumb Idol: and many others thatrasmtioned and spoken to, in that
Paper published by the Commission, concerning éhémpt of the Gospel.

The Fourth Article

The fourth Article hath two parts; the first whefreslates to the neglect of Family-
worship: which though it be a grievous sin, whicbvokes the Lord to pour out his
wrath on a Peoplder. 10.25,Pour out thy fury on the Heathen that know thee not



and on the families that call not on thy NaMet there be many Masters of Families
amongst all ranks of persons, Noblemen, Baronstl&wean, Burgesses, Commons,
and even some Ministers who lie under the guily, tizere be but few in which the
plurality will not be found to neglect, or neverhiave practiced the Duty: Instance is
given in the Article of Great men, (Nobles, Baro@gntlemen and Burgesses of
special note) because very few are to be found gstdhese who make conscience to
call on the Lord's Name in their Families, soméhein turning over the Duty wholly
on a Chaplain, or some other person in the Famriyg; others of them having no such
Duty in their Families performed at all, eitherthgmselves, or by any other, they
being either unable, or ashamed and unwilling tt;dehereas great and eminent
persons have accounted it their duty and glory,lene followed it with much
conscience and care, as may be instancéthiaham Gen. 18.19For | know him,

that he will command his childref83} and his household after him, and they shall
keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgnibat the Lord may bring

on Abrahamthat which he hath spoken @ind inJoshua 24.15,And if it seem evil
unto you to serve th€©RD, choose you this day whom ye will serve, whethegdtlas
that your fathers served who were on the other sfdke flood, or the gods of

the Amoritesin whose Land ye dwell: but as for me, and my haweswill serve
theLORD. And inDavid, 2 Sam. 6.20ThenDavidreturned to bless his household
This woeful neglect of so necessary and profitaldieity, especially in the Families of
great Ones, usually attended with the neglect ictesing and instructing of
Children and Servants, in the way of the Lord, pressing and exercising them unto
Prayer and other religious Duties, as it is a gsgabefore God, the height whereof is
increased by their continuing therein, after solgmhblick confession thereof, and
engaging to the contrary, in the year 1648, arXpgessly to be seen in the solemn,
publick confession of sins, and engagement to siusie it is the cause of much
ignorance of God, Atheism and looseness, profadisgrder and discontent that is in
Families: and not only proves a hindrance to thieaging of piety amongst others
who walk after their example, but also stops th&se of the Lord's blessings on
themselves and on their Families, and brings dgwanuhem many judgments and
curses from the Lord. The other part of the Artrdktes to the loathing and hating of
godliness, and the reproaching, reviling, oppresamd persecuting the godly: A sin,
as itis great in itself>en 21.9,And Sarahsaw the son dflagarthe Egyptianwhich

she had born untdbrahanmocking Gal. 4.28Now we, brethren, asaacwas, are
the children of promise: But as then he who wasladter the flesh, persecuted him
who was born after the Spirit, even so it is nBwalm 14.6Ye have shamed the
counsel of the poor; because the Lord is his reflgge 8.18Behold, | and the
children whom the Lord hath given me, are for sigm&l for wonders itsrael,from

the Lord of Hosts who dwelleth in Mount Sidwts 9.4 And he fell to the earth, and
heard a voice saying to hjrBaul, Saulywhy persecutest thou fiédnd draws down a
recompence of tribulation from the LordTBess 1.6,Seeing it is a righteous thing



with the Lord to recompence tribulation to themethirouble youso it seems to be a
monstrous sin amongst a People, making professiBefrmation, and who are

{34} so often covenanted to God in so solemn a vaay yet hath it prevailed and
abounded exceedingly this year bygone, in Coui©aantry, in Cities, in
Judicatories, in the Army, and every where througioe LandA man was made an
offender for a word, and he that departed fromuniigy made himself a preyt was
guarrel enough, not to have run with others tcsdmae excess of riot: They who
would not be disaffected and dissolute, behoovdaktesteemed enemies to their
Country: they who studied to make conscience of bBaities, and keep their

integrity, were slandered as Sectaries, and corsphéh Sectaries, and were not only
exposed to the scourge of tongues, but also teithence and oppression of
malignant, graceless and profane men: Neither Magistrates and Ministers free of
this sin, but even sundry of these who ought telmetected, encouraged and
countenanced the godly, were as pricks in theis,eged thorns in their sides, not
only by withdrawing their countenance from thenvjmg way to others, to revile,
oppress and persecute them, but by employing elmairgifts and power in
Judicatories, and Pulpits, and other-ways, for kepfhem down, and making them
hateful and odious to others amongst whom they Avel whilest we are speaking of
these things, We cannot but mention the great giaguand enmity which many
Ministers had against the exercises of godlinedsdaties of mutual edification,
together with the great blot brought upon pietyd Hre great blow given to the
exercise of godliness by the Act of the Assembllagrdeennot repented of by the
Kirk of Scotland nor repealed to this day: and the great neglettisoduties of

mutual edification amongst the Lord's Ministers &sbple, after there was allowance
given for the same by the following Assemblies, #dr&lsuffering of many giftless

and unprofitable Ministers not gifted of God tofgdiis People, to continue in the
Ministry; whereby it comes to pass that many grasiBeople were necessitated either
to want edification in the Publick Ordinances, @fdll under the censure of such Acts
made against such as did usually withdraw fromQhdinances and Ministry of their
own Parish Churches. This sin of hating and beatown the power of godliness,
and persecuting the godly, was accompanied witkhanowhich is mentioned also in
the Article, to wit, The countenancing and emplgyihe ungodly and profane, a thing
that the godly man's soul abhorrégalm26.1-4, {35}Judge me, O Lord, for | have
walked in mine integrity, | have trusted also ie ttord, therefore | shall not slide.
Examine me, O Lord, and prove me, try my heartrapdeins; For thy loving
kindness is before mine eyes, and | have walk#dyitruth. | have not sat with vain
persons, neither will | go with dissemblers,.&mnd so throughout the
Psalm.Psalm101.4,5A froward heart shall depart from me: | will notdaw a wicked
person. Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, tithl cut off: Him that hath a
proud heart, and an high look will | not suffétsalm 139.21-23)o not | hate them,

O Lord, that hate thee? And am not | grieved whigse that rise up against thee? |



hate them with perfect hatred: | count them minengies. Search me, O Lord, and
know my heart: try me, and know my thoughAitsd yet, hath it not gotten great
footing amongst us, and made wicked men get upehd, and wickedness to grow
and abound everywherd@he wicked walk on every side, when the vilestanen
exalted,Psalm 12, last verse.

5. Article.

THE fifth Article speaks of Covetousness and Opgites the one as the root, the
other, as the fruit and effect thereof. We needoatsist to shew what a sin the love
of the World and Covetousness is, the Scripturés ihéorth as IdolatryCol.

3.5, Mortify therefore your members which are on theleaiornication, uncleanness,
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and cowshess which is ldolatras the

root of all evil. I'im. 6.10,For the love of money is the root of all evil, whwhile
some men have coveted after, they have erred frerfaith, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrowss that which is inconsistent with the love of God

1 John2.15,Love not the World, neither the things that ar¢hia world. If any man
love the World, the love of the Father is not imhAs that which makes the Lord
wroth with menisa. 57.17,For the iniquity of his covetousness was | wrotid a
smote him: I hid my self and was wroth, and he warftowardly in the way of his
heart And to abhor thenRPsalm10.3,The wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, and
blesseth the covetous whom the Lord abhorr&ghthat which brings the curse of
God on them and on their familiddab. 2.9-11 Woe to him that coveteth an evil
covetousness to his house, that he may s¢B®jsnest on high, that he may be
delivered from the power of evil. Thou hast coresuihame to thine house, by cutting
off many people, and hast sinned against thy $mrlthe stones shall cry out of the
wall, and the beam out of the timber shall answeind though it have in it all these
and many other mischiefs and evils, yet hath ietalkold on, and doth cleave closely
to many of all ranks in the Land in their carriagel actings: Do not the Body of the
People spend their time in seeking after the thafgspresent world; and according
as they prosper, or are crossed in these thingsrdingly do they think themselves
happy or miserable. And there be Ministers notg taat as they entered, so do they
follow the work of the Ministry for the things offesent world, and are more for
caring for these things, than for the souls conaditb their charge, and more eager in
pursuing an increase and augmentation in thesgghihan in pursuing the things that
concern the beating down of Satan's Kingdom, aagtbmoving of the Kingdom of
the Lord JESUS CHRIST. And hence also it is as feomain cause that Ministers
not a few, prove unfaithful in their duty, and unahble in a day of temptation, rather
choosing to forbear to reprove and censure thésfafithese who may bring



prejudice to them in things worldly, rather tharoftend them, and rather choosing to
become neutral and indifferent, or comply with e@alrses, than to hazard the loss of
their stipends, but especially the sad and woetutl 6f this woeful evil appears in
Masters to their servants, Landlords to their Té&sdviagistrates and Rulers to these
over whom they bear rule, Judges to these who d@fere them, Advocates and
Procurators to their Clients; Clerks, Commissars @allectors to these with whom
they have to do; Officers and Soldiers in the Couwhere they bear charge, yea and
amongst the Commons themselves, where they haveoavsr one over another; The
Lord hath forbidden to oppress an hired servant,leath commanded at his day to
give him his hire: Deut. 24.14,1%5hou shalt not oppress an hired servant that igpoo
and needy, whether he be of thy brethren, or osttangers that are in the land
within thy gates, at his day thou shalt give himlinre, neither shall the sun go down
upon it: for he is poor and needy, and settetthie@rt upon it, lest he cry unto the
Lord against thee, and it be sin unto th¥et behold, the hire of the labourer is by
many Masters kept back violently & fraudulentlydahis crieth {37} unto Heaven,
and is entered into the ears of the Lord of hdaisess.4,Behold, the hire of the
labourer which have reaped down your fields, whschf you kept back by fraud,
crieth; and the cries of them which have reapedehentered into the ears of the
Lord of sabbathThe oppression of Landlords to their Tenentssarmany and so
exorbitant, that they cannot easily be reckonesl] inds for the most part set by
them at a dearer rate than the Tenents can pdjutye and live in any tolerable
condition themselves; and therefore are they fovaéd their wives and children to
drudge continually in the earth from morning tileming; by which it comes to pass,
that their lives is but a kind of lasting bondage alavery, and that they have neither
time nor encouragement for serving and seeking @@inselves in their Families, or
for breeding their children in knowledge, virtuedgmety. Secondly, Beside the Rent
of the Land condescended on, they also lay on thany burdens and taxations in an
arbitrary way by their Bailiffs and Courts, and etivays at their pleasure, such as
services of all sorts beyond paction and agreenaaatquarterings; and beside the
putting out of the Foot, and the burden thereahettme the burden of putting out the
Horse, and the bearing of a great part, or the evManthly Maintenance and Cess.
Thirdly, The giving of short Leases of Lands, aachoving them therefrom, and
taking away what they have when they grow poor,amedot able to pay, or else if
they thrive, by heightening and augmenting themntsaand Rent, by which means it
hath in the righteous judgment of GOD, occasiohad Tenents in many places prove
undutiful to their Masters, and deny to them thigegs which in conscience and
reason they are obliged to perform. And for theelRsjlalbeit we be far from joining
issue with these who from disaffection to the WotrkOD and the Instruments
thereof, did traduce and speak evil of those whddDGet over us in their charge,
and even in the imposing of the most necessaryemsydand in the most moderate and
equal way, yet we cannot but acknowledge and berttnmagreat reproach that hath



been brought on the chief Judicatories of the Land,on the Work of GOD, by the
selfishness and particularity of some persons t# tizerein, who not only contrary to
the practice of gooblehemiahwho would not eat the bread of the Governourk too
large allowance for their attendance on Publicka&$: and notwithstanding that they
had sufficient estates of {38} their own, but aldmused their power and authority for
exacting and employing sums of Money for themselagad for their friends and
followers, while in the mean time small regard Wad to the condition of these from
whom these sums were exacted, or to the equalysngmf the condition of others,
to whom as much and possibly more in desert ariccguwas due, as to these to
whom those Moneys were given. We shall not ingisthe bribery that hath been
amongst Judges, the cunning, cozenage, and exurpilizrings and taking that hath
been amongst Advocates, Procurators, CommissanksCind Collectors: many of
them have made haste to be rich, and have by thenBby the Purse, by the tongue
and by the Pen, heaped up much treasure, and roadeest of Lands and Estates,
but with an evil conscience, because it hath bleemain of bribery and injustice and
lying and deceit, violence and oppression; but agabno sort of persons hath these
sins of covetousness and oppression more appeadguevailed than amongst many
of the chief Officers and Soldiers in our Armigssemuch that many of these who
were raised for the Land's protection and defelnaee been their intolerable burden
and plague, and have by their most exorbitantewipltyrannical and insatiable
exactions, made the lives of the Inhabitants hitted a burden to them: What
interverting of Levies, what false Musters, whabimtant exactions above the Law
for men and horse and Arms; what Quarterings amdtoas subtle oppressing
devices of many sorts for getting of Money havenb@®mongst Officers, and what
plundering of Goods, destroying of Corns, taking esbbing of Moneys, railing
upon, and beating and wounding the poor peoplet ex@essive eating and drinking,
and unplacableness in their diet, not satisfyirgrtbelves with such fare as people
could afford to them, but killing their Kine and &p, and whatever came in their
way: and how many other things of that kind haterbamongst Soldiers, and what
exorbitancies and oppressions, whereof the neglgand over-sight of some great
ones and officers in our Armies, was not the leaste; for they not being able to
shake their hands of dishonest gain themselvegftidtimes wink at, nay sometimes
obstruct the purging out, and punishing of othArapngst other effects of
Covetousness, instance is given in the close othiele of the great Insolencies and
oppression of many in our Armies iimglandandireland, and the {39} fearful
perjuries of the Land in the matter of Valuatiom &xcise, both of which were
dreadful and horrible provocations: The first afitihas it was a grievous burden to
our Brethren irEnglandandlireland, and did exceedingly stumble them at this Nation
and the Work of GOD in their hands; so we make unestjon but it is one of the sins
that GOD is pointing at now in a special mannahmrods wherewith he now
chastiseth us. The other of them though little amwkto, or laid to heart, or



acknowledged to this day, yet is a fearful guiliehmany in the Land lie under:

How many in the matter of Valuations, that Landgimibe valued at a low rate, did
swear falsely? And how many were there who wergunsental to cause others to
swear falsely? And some Judges for their own adggnand interest, did connive
thereat: And many likewise did swear falsely inisgable goods. Before we close
what relates to this Article, we desire that th&sgptures may be considered, in
reference to the sins mentioned there, as thes fofiithe love of the World and
Covetousnesslob 35.9,By reason of the multitude of oppressions they rttake
oppressed to cry, they cry out because of the d@timeomighty, but none saith, where
Is God? &c Psalm 62.10Trust not in oppression, become not vain in robbkry
riches increase, set not your hearts on thBsalm 82.2How long will ye judge
unjustly, and accept the person of the wickBd®erb. 14.31He that oppresseth the
poor, reproacheth his maker; but he that honouteth, hath mercy on the paor
Proverb. 15.27He that is greedy of gain, he troubleth his owndglut he who
hateth gifts, shall liveProverb. 22.16]e that oppresseth the poor, to increase his
riches, and he that giveth to the rich, shall sy@me to wantProverb. 28.3A poor
man that oppresseth the poor, is like a sweepingtreat leaveth no food/erse

8, He who by usury and unjust gain increaseth histsuiz®, he shall gather it for

him that shall pity the pooWerse 20A faithful man shall abound with blessings; but
he who maketh haste to be rich, shall not be inmo&eecles. 7.7Surely oppression
maketh a wise man made, and a gift destroyethahe. Hsa. 1.21-24How is the
faithful city become an harlot? It was full of judgnt, and righteousness lodged in it;
but now murderers: Thy silver is become drosswtimg mixed with water. Thy
princes are rebellious, and companions of thieesgry one loveth gifts, and
followeth after rewards: thefd0} judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of
the widow come unto them. Therefore saith the Libeel]_ord of hosts, the mighty one
of Israel, Ah, | will ease me of mine adversaraag] avenge me of mine enemies.
3.12-15As for my people, children are their oppressors] mmmen rule over them.
O my people, they which lead thee, cause thee tarel destroy the way of thy paths.
The Lord standeth up to plead, and standeth togutg people. The Lord will enter
into jJudgment with the ancients of his people, tnedPrinces thereof: For ye have
eaten up the vineyard, the spoil of the poor igdar houses. What mean ye that ye
beat my people to pieces, and grind the faceseopdior, saith the Lord God of hosts
Isa. 5.7,And he looked for judgment, but behold oppressamia; for righteousness,
but behold a cryVerse 90f a truth, saith the Lord of Hosts, many housesl e
desolate, even great and fair without Inhabitaverse 23Which justify the wicked

for reward, & take away the righteousness of tighteous from himsa. 10.1,3Woe
unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, andahtg grievousness which they
have prescribed: To turn aside the needy from juglgand to take away the right
from the poor of my People, that widows may be fhrely, and that they may rob the
fatherless. And what will ye do in the day of ai$iin, and in the desolation which



shall come from far? To whom will ye flee for hedpf?2l where will you leave your
glory? Without me they shall bow down under thegrers, and they shall fall under
the slain: for all this his anger is not turned awydut his hand is stretched out still
Isa. 33.15He that despiseth the gain of oppression, thatatiakis hands from
holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from Imgaof blood, and shutteth his eyes
from seeing evil; He shall dwell on high: his pladfedefence shall be the munition of
rocks.Jer. 6.6,7For thus hath the Lord of Hosts said, Hew ye dawad, and cast a
mount againsderusalenthis is the City to be visited: she is wholly omsien in the
midst of her. As a fountain casteth out her watsosshe casteth out her wickedness:
Violence and spoil is heard in her: before me aumdily is grief and woundger.
5.26-29,For amongst my People are found wicked men, thewdat, as he that
setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch mena. @sge is full of birds, so are their
houses full of deceit: therefore are they beconeatyand waxen rich. They are
waxen fat, they shine; yea, they overpass the dddtle wicked{41} they judge not
the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper;taadight of the needy do they not
judge. Shall I not visit for these things, saith ttord? shall not my soul be avenged
on such a Nation as thisler. 22.13-1ANoe to him that buildeth his house by
unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong: thethusis neighbour’s service
without wages, and gives him not for his work; T$eith, | will build me a wide
house, and large chambers, and cutteth him outavisgland it is ceiled with cedar,
and painted with vermilion. Shalt thou reign beatlsou closest thyself in cedar? did
not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment amlige, and then it was well with
him? He judged the cause of the poor and needw,itlveas well with him: was not
this to know me, saith the Lord? But thine eyesthimge heart are not but for thy
covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, @nalpression, and for violence to
do it Ezek. 22.13Behold therefore | have smitten mine hand at tep@hest gain
which thou hast made and at the blood which ha#gnbe the midst of the&erse

29, The People of the Land have used oppression, ardis&d robbery, and have
vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have oppréssetranger wrongfullyHos.
7.1,When | would have healdsrael,then the iniquity oEphraimwas discovered,
and the wickedness 8amariafor they commit falsehood, and the thief cometh in,
and the troops of robbers spoil withodmos 3.10-11For they know not to do right,
saith the Lord, who store up robbery and violencéeir palaces. Therefore thus
saith the Lord God; An adversary there shall bereround about the Land, and he
shall bring down thy strength from thee, and thiapas shall be spoileNerse

15, And | will smite the winter house with the sumnmide, and the houses of Ivory
shall perish, and the great houses shall have ah saith the LordMicah 3.11-

12, The Heads thereof judge for reward, and the Pridstseof, teach for hire, and
the Prophets thereof divine for money; yet wilithkean on the Lord and say, Is not
the Lord amongst us? none evil can come upon wseldre shallSionfor their

sakes be plowed like a field, aderusalenshall become heaps, and the Mountain of



the House as the high places of the Forrgsiph. 3.1\Woe to her that is filthy and
polluted, to the oppressing Cityerse 3Her Princes within her are roaring Lions,
her Judges are raveno(isvening]Wolves, they gnaw not the bones till the morrow
Verse 8,Therefore wait ye upon me, sa{#t} the Lord, till | rise up to the prey: my
determination is to gather the Nations, that | naagemble the kingdoms, that | may
pour out on them mine indignation, even all myckeanger: for all the Earth shall be
devoured with the fire of my jealougeph. 1.9]n the same day will | punish all
them who leap on the threshold, who fill their rresthouses with violence and
deceit Exod. 22.21-24Y e shall neither vex a stranger, nor oppress hanyé were
strangers in the Land @gypt. Thou shalt not afflict any widow, or fatherlesslahif
thou afflict them in any ways, and they cry atuaito me, | will surely hear their cry,
and my wrath shall wax hot; | will kill you withétsword, and your wives shall be
widows, and your children fatherless

The Sixth Article

The sixth Article relates to the abusing and ptostig the Publick Faith of the
Kingdom, in the way of borrowing of Monies and athisse: which no question is not
one of the least provoking Publick sins in the Lafsl private men ought so far to
have their faith and credit in estimation, for tbee of righteousness and truth, as not
to engage the same but when they do sincerelydnterd really endeavour to
perform what they promise: so much more ought pllgersons, and the Judicatories
of a Land have such regard to the Publick Faita Nftion, as not to engage the same
but when there be some real purposes, and hordsaeurs to fulfill it: Because the
prostituting and breach of Publick-Faith, as @mshigh provocation before God, so it
Is a great deal more pernicious, reproachful, €emds, and injurious, and of a worse
example amongst men, especially when it becomesnoonand is used as a state
engine, to draw in men’s property from them, uralgail and shadow of
righteousness, and is attended with a kind of camstupon men, to take the Publick
Faith for security, as it was in this Larbb 15.4,Yea, thou castest off fear, and
restrainest prayer before Go&salm 37.21The wicked borroweth and payeth not
again: but the righteous sheweth mercy and givsth.59.12-14For our
transgressions are multiplied before thee, andsns testify against us: for our
transgressions are with us, and as for our iniggfiwe know them. In transgressing
and lying against the Lord, and in departing awaynt our God; speaking oppression
and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heaords of falsehood. And judgment
is turned away backward43} and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallanthe
street, and equity cannot enter. Yea, truth fajlatid he that departeth from evil



maketh himself a prey. And the Lord saw it, artispleased him that there was no
judgment

The Seventh Article

The seventh Article mentions two sins that mantha Land are guilty of, in their
first taking of the National Covenant, and solen@ague and Covenant, and renewing
thereof. The first whereof is, The ignorance thasw many, or the want of the
necessary knowledge of the things contained ifCihwenants. The Lord requires of
all those that take an oath, That they do it irgjudnt,Jer. 4.2,And thou shalt swearr,
The Lord liveth in truth, in righteousness, angudgment, and the Nations shall
bless themselves in hifihat is, That they take it with such a measurdisgretion,
judgment and understanding, as is needful for mehair station, in order to the
Duty which by their Oath they tie themselves tot Bis beyond question that many
in the Land do swear these Covenants without tioevladge and understanding of
the heads thereof, so far as was needful for tiheimeir station; who when they were
catechized on the particulars, do know little othnog thereof: Which, no doubt is
one cause why they have so little minded and falibvwand do so little mind and
follow the duties contained thereirer. 5.4,And | said, Surely these are poor, they
are foolish; for they know not the way of the Lordr the judgment of their God'he
other is, The taking of these Covenants withouityeand sincerity, in order to the
performance thereof: Which was to swear not imtras the Lord requiretider.
4.2,And thou shalt swear, The Lord liveth, &mt falselyHos 10.4,They have
spoken words, swearing falsely, making a Coventhos judgment springeth up as
hemlock in the furrows of the fieldnd with an heart that was not right, & therefore
have they not been steadfast in the Coverfasalm78.36,37 Nevertheless, they did
flatter him with their mouth, and did lie to himtiwkheir tongues: for their heart was
not right with him, neither were they steadfashis CovenantThe judgments
therefore mentioned to have been, in some, exanmptghers, fear; and in not a few,
principles of policy, for attaining their own end@ther bad principles certainly there
were in sundry persons, beside these, but theseemrBoned as the most common,
and which had sway {44} with most of these who wguéty either of ignorance, or
of hypocrisy in the entering into these CovenaMizny did take the National
Covenant, in example of others, it being countedisprvorthy and commendable,
after such a defection as was then in the Lanengmage in such a duty, and to be
reckoned amongst the repairers of the breach: Mahtake the solemn League and
Covenant, for fear; because the refusing to taka# attended both with
Ecclesiastical and Civil Censures, and therefaddltizy rather choose to hazard on
the OATH of GOD, than to run these hazards amodgst; which doth not yet



condemn the enjoining the taking of these Covenambs a good and warrantable
principle. It is lawful for the Judicatories of arkKand State to enjoin to men
cohabitation with their wives; and to children, digace to their Parents; to subjects,
obedience to their Magistrates, and suchlike usdeh respective relations: Yet as
these persons sin against God if they give obedienty from a principle of carnal
fear; neither doth the influence that these retatioave on them make the
commanding of these things under these relatiobge @ sin, because they are in
themselves duties which are commanded of God,agkat whereof may in regard
of scandal be censured by the Kirk, and in regatdeprejudice that redounds to the
honour of God, and good of our neighbour, be puwudby the civil Magistrate. In
taking of both Covenants, though there were manyrwh principle of the fear and
love of God did move, yet there were not a few, mtadter-discoveries have made
manifest, who were acted thereto by carnal wisdodolicy, for attaining their own
base and corrupt ends, such as riches, placesferment, and livelihood, and ease;
and hence mainly hath issued that sin which followthie next Article.

The eighth Article

The following of the Work of God, pursuing the erddgshe Covenant not in a holy
and spiritual way, setting the Lord always befane @yes, and acknowledging him in
all our paths according to the direction given i&od, which hath the promise of the
Blessing,Psalm37.5,Commit thy way to the Lord, trust also in him, dredshall

bring it to passProv. 3.5,6Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and leantrio thy
own understanding, in all thy ways acknowledge dnah he shall direct thy paths

But in a carnal politick way abusing God's Inteffestour own interest {45} and ends,
Is a fearful transgression, howsoever it is oftaltigted with specious pretences,
asJehunhis zeal against the houseAifab2 Kings 10.16,Come with me, and see my
zeal for the LORD; so they made him ride in hisritaYet the Lord doth not suffer

it to go unpunished;los 1.4,5,And the LORD said unto him, Call his Name Jezreel,
for yet a little while and | will avenge the blootlJezreebn the house afehu,and

will cause to cease the Kingdom of the house aklsAnd it shall come to pass in
that day that | will break the bow of Israel in thalley ofJezreel.

1. ConsequentTwo consequents of this carnal way are mentiothexone is the
walking in the way of our own hearts, more thathi@ Counsel of God: For when
men’s hearts are not single and straight in referéa the glory of God, they love not
to walk according to the simplicity of the Word®®bd, but turns aside to their
crooked ways, to choose such carnal midsesah$as seem most plausible to their
carnal hearts, for compassing their corrupt end #ghat was confessed in the



publick solemn Confession of sins, in the year 184&l yet never have these
crooked paths been more trodden in, and these elsunisflesh and blood been more
hearkened to, than since that time; which is onb®ttausesyhy the sword doth
abide in our cities, and consume our branches amabdrs:For this the Prophet
threatens against Israbecause of their own couns€el$e other, Trusting more in
the arm of flesh, than in the arm of the Lord; whiath been a constant and
continued sin in this Nation these years pastpiing on multitudes, skill, and
abilities of men, and numbers, and strength ofémyrahence have issued the corrupt
mixtures in our Armies and the employing of allkamf persons, how malignant and
profane soever: what wonder then though our Armég not prospered? but have
oftentimes met with a curse instead of a blesslag.17.5,6,Thus saith the Lord,
Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and mdleth his arm, and whose heart
departeth from the Lord, for he shall be like tleath in the desert, and shall not see
when good cometh, but shall inhabit the parchedgsdan the wilderness in a salt
Land, and not inhabited=rom this same fountain hath proceeded needliesaaon

of mind, and estrangedness of heart, on the I&#stehce in judgment amongst
Brethren, often attended with passion and spledncMimakes our affection rather to
favour our own image than the Image of Christ imeos: {46} and our zeal against
malignancy and error did divers times break fontio bitterness and reproach against
the persons that did turn aside, whereas it oughave been accompanied with
Christian meekness and compassion.

The Ninth Article

The Ninth Article specifies one of the greatest amust comprehensive and
provoking sins in this Landjz. Backsliding and defection from the Covenants, and
our solemn Vows and Engagements. For attaininghd impression thereof, We
desire, That these and other scruples of that kinay, be seriously and impatrtially
thought on and applie®rov. 14.14,The backslider in heart shall be filled with his
own ways: and a good man shall be satisfied frammskif.Jer. 3.20Surely as a wife
treacherously departeth from her husband, so havedgalt treacherously with me,
O house of Israel, saith the Lordler. 8.4-9Moreover thou shalt say unto them, thus
saith the Lord, shall they fall, and not arise? ki@ turn away, and not return? Why
then is this People of Jerusalem slidden back, pgraetual backsliding? they hold
fast deceit, they refuse to return. | hearkened lagmrd, but they spake not aright: no
man repented him of his wickedness, saying, What hdone: everyone turneth to
his course, as the horse rusheth into the batée, ¥he stork in the Heavens knoweth
her appointed times, and the turtle, and the cramel the swallow observe the times
of their coming: but my People know not this Judgneé the Lord. How do ye say,



We are wise, and the Law of the Lord is with uscltainly in vain made he it, the
pen of the Scribe is in vain. The wise men are @msltia they are dismayed and taken;
lo, they have rejected the Word of the Lord, andtwhisdom is in themHos.

11.7,My People are bent to backsliding from me; thouwdytcalled them to the most
high, none at all would exalt hinder. 5.6\Wherefore a Lion out of the forest shall
slay them, and a Wolf of the evening shall speihtha Leopard shall watch over
their Cities: every one that goeth out thence, Igbaltorn in pieces: because their
transgressions are many, and their backslidingsiaceeasedLev. 26.15-17And if

ye shall despise my Statutes, or if your soul alompjudgments, so that ye will not do
all my Commandments, but that ye break my Covehatgo will do this unto you, |
will even appoint over you terrour, consumptiong @ne burning-ague, that shall
consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart: astialesow{47} your seed in

vain, for your enemies shall eat it. And | will sgf face against you, and ye shall be
slain before your enemies: and they that hate gball reign over you, and ye shall
flee when none pursueth yolerse 35As long as it lieth desolate, it shall rest;
because it did not rest in your sabbaths, whenweltdupon it Deut. 29.23-25And
that the whole Land thereof is brimstone, and sadt] burning, that it is not sown,
nor beareth, nor any grass groweth thereon, likeedkierthrow of Sodom &
Gomorrah, Admah, & Zeboim, which the Lord overthimewis anger & in his wrath:
Even all Nations shall say, Wherefore hath the Lawde this to this Land? what
meaneth the heat of this great anger? Then meih SglBecause they have forsaken
the Covenant of the Lord God of their fathers, Wwhie made with them when he
brought them forth out of the Land of EgypKings 11.11Wherefore the Lord said
to Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of theetlama hast not kept my Covenant
and my Statutes, which | have commanded thee, swvély rend the Kingdom from
thee, and will give it to thy servar Kings 17.15And they rejected his Statutes and
his Covenant which he made with their fathers, laisdl estimonies which he testified
against them, and they followed vanity, and becaang and went after the heathen
that were round about them, concerning whom thel lbad charged them, that they
should not do like theniPsalm 78.9-11The children of Ephraim being armed and
carrying Bows, turned back in the day of battleeykept not the Covenant of God,
and refused to walk in his Law: and forgat his vwar&nd his wonders that he had
shewed them\/erse 36 Nevertheless, they did flatter him with their mey#nd lied

to him with their tongues, for their heart was night with him, neither were they
steadfast in his Covenarsa. 24.5,6The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants
thereof, because they have transgressed the L&aasged the Ordinances, and
broken the everlasting Covenant. Therefore hatlcthiee devoured the earth, and
they that dwell therein are desolate: thereforeitifebitants of the earth are burned,
and few men lefPsalm 44.17-2QAll this is come upon us; yet have we not forgotten
thee, neither have we dealt falsely in thy Coveraat heart is not turned back from
thee; neither have our steps declined from thy Wapugh thou hast sore broken us



in the place of Dragons, and covered us with theskv of death. If we have
forgotten the Name of our God, or stretched ourdsato a strange god: Shall not
God searcH{48} this out? for he knoweth the secrets of our he&talm 50.163ut

to the wicked, saith God, What hast thou to dostdate my Statutes, or that thou
shouldest take my Covenant in thy mouth? Seeinghhtest instruction, and castest
my words behind theder. 11.9,10And the Lord said to me, A conspiracy is found
among the men of Judah, and amongst the inhabitdrlsrusalem. They are turned
back to the iniquities of their forefathers, whigiused to hear my words; and they
went after other gods to serve them: the houssraél and the house of Judah have
broken my Covenant which | made with their fathdes. 22.8,9And many Nations
shall pass by this City, and they shall say eveay to his neighbor, Wherefore hath
the Lord done this to this great City? Then thegllssmswer, Because they have
forsaken the Covenant of the Lord their God, andshipped other gods and served
them Ezek. 16.59For thus saith the Lord God, | will even deal witiee as thou hast
done, which hast despised the Oath, in breakingCthvenantHos. 6.7But they like
men have transgressed the Covenant, they havetoestherously against melos.
8.1, Set the Trumpet to thy mouth: he shall come asagteEagainst the house of the
Lord: because they have transgressed against mgraoy, and trespassed against
my Law.Hos. 10.4 They have spoken words, swearing falsely in maki@gvenant:
thus Judgment springeth up as Hemlock in the fusrofithe fieldRev.
2.5,Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen,rapdnt, and do the first
works, or else | will come to thee quickly, and oemthy Candlestick out of his place,
except thou repenthis sin is aggravated by several circumstancasioned in the
Article, which are clear in themselves, and nedgdmoe insisted on: therefore
passing these, we come to speak of the specialsHaatSteps that are condescended
on in the Paper.

1. Step The first is, declining from that purity of comgation, that integrity of heart,
that zeal of God that seemed to be in many at tinsirentry to the Covenant, and a
falling off into loose walking, self-interest anablifferency. About the time of the first
renewing of the Covenant; there was an sensiblegehto the better in men’s carriage
and conversation; most of all these who joinedgpasing the defection; not only
reforming themselves from common and gross sird) as drunkenness,
uncleanness, swearing, profaning the LORD’S Daghshg of the Ordinances, self-
seeking, covetousness and oppression, &c. butgyihiemselves {49} to the Duties
of Religion and Righteousness, such as sobrietyyiig Discourse, Chaste
behaviour, hallowing of the LORD’S Day, diligeniegéng of the LORD in secret and
in their Families, attending on the preaching ef‘ord as often as opportunity is
offered, liberality, love, charity one towards amart, a Publick spirit and zeal for
GOD; but all these things are now decayed in mang,they are again grown as ill if
not worse than before, which as it is an evideriggeat unsoundness of heart, so



hath it brought many sad reproaches on the Wo&@D in our hands, and hath
proven a great stumbling block to many in the neaglr Land, to make them averse
therefrom, and hath given them no small advantagpé¢ak both against us and it,
though these, who do reject and speak ill of amygfahe precious truth of God be
not to be justified in so doing, yet certainly theg much to be condemned who by
their untender and loose walking minister occasi@netoWWoe to these by whom
offences come

2. Step The second Step is the sitting up of many Profsss the Land under the
Gospel, and becoming formal and remiss, not em@rtatenderness and soberness of
mind, a sin that relates especially to the GodlghenLand, not a few of which have
much decayed in former tenderness, and zeal, igdrtiseeking of God, and sober
and exact walking, studying to root themselvefiadolid knowledge and love of the
truth, and invaluing and improving the Gospel & theans of grace unto a loathing
and denying of themselves, and a growing into amohy and employing of the Lord
Jesus Christ. By which, deadness of spirit hatbesieon some, and laziness of spirit
on others; whereby it hath come to pass, thathlasg been tempted to step out of the
way, and some to turn aside to the left hand, toraoe Malignant courses, and some
to the right hand to embrace errour, whose sio imsch the greater than the sin of
others, by how much their knowledge and the LOR@W#®g kindness to them hath
been greater than to others; and this declinirgrofessors, and falling off from their
first love, if it be not deeply mourned for, andhky do not timeously lament after the
Lord, as it may prove a snare to many more thait Yetth done, so it is like to be
amongst the chief causes that may provoke the ooremove his Candlestick from
us,Rev 2.4,5 Nevertheless | have somewhat against thee, betamsdas{50} left

thy first love: Remember therefore from whence #nodallen, and repent and do the
first works, or else | will come to thee quicklydaremove thy Candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent

3. Step The third is, the secret falling off of some, aekn falling off of many to the
opposite party, after their entering to the Covénespecially the defection carried on
by James Grahamand his party, and that of the year 1648, byatltbors and

abettors of the unlawful Engagement, which parésibre so well known, that we
shall not need to stay upon them. Only we desaeitmay be remembered, that as
they were early begun and long in ripening, thatawhes Grahamhaving begun in
the year 1639, and ripened till the year 1645,thatisome of the chief Authors of the
unlawful Engagement having begun in the year 164d,ripened till the year 1648,
and did take hold upon, and infect very many ofatlks throughout the Land, so
have they been really and unfeignedly repented/ ey few to this day: which we
doubt not is one of the reasons why so many oktind® had hand in these bloody
and backsliding courses have fallen by the sword,aae gone into captivity.



4. Step The fourth Step, is, The neglecting and condegithe purging of
Judicatories, and the Army, in the year 1649, dtetwward, from scandalous and
disaffected men, and of constituting the same aof ofknown integrity and affection
to the Cause, and of a blameless and Christianecsation: That it was a duty so to
have constituted and purged the Judicatories ande&r ought in reason to be
guestion by none: it being a duty holden forthha Word of God, That the Rulers of
thousands, Rulers of hundreds, Rulers of fiftiesl, Rulers of tens (amongst the
People of God) should not only be able men, buh sugo as fear God, men of truth,
hating covetousnesExod 18.21,Moreover, thou shalt provide out of all the People
able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hatinge@msness; and place such over
them to be Rulers of thousands, Rulers of hundfedlgrs of fifties, and Rulers of
tens. And let them judge the People at all seadoest. 1.15-17So | took the chief of
your Tribes, wise men, and known, and made themish@zer you, Captains over
thousands, Captains ov@1} hundreds, Captains over fifties, and Captains over
tens, and Officers among your Tribes. And | chargmal Judges at that time, saying,
Hear the causes between your brethren, and judgeeously betwixt every man and
his brother, and the stranger that is with him.shall not respect persons in
Judgment, but you shall hear the small as welhaggreat; you shall not be afraid of
the face of man, for the judgment is Go@'Sam. 23.3,4The God of Israel said, The
Rock of Israel spake to me: He that ruleth over messt be just, ruling in the fear of
God; and he shall be as the light in the morningewthe Sun riseth, even a morning
without clouds; as the tender grass springeth duihe earth by clear shining after
rain. 2 Chr. 19.6-9And he said to the Judges, Take heed what ye dge fadge not
for man; but for the Lord, who is with you in thelgment; wherefore now, let the
fear of the Lord be upon you; take heed and doitthere is no iniquity with the

Lord our God, nor respect of persons, nor takingifits. And he charged them,
saying, Thus shall ye do in the fear of the Loadhfully, and with a perfect heart;
and Deut. 23.9When the host goeth forth against thine enemieskbep thee from
every wicked thingTherefore were they [that were] unclean by Leprby an Issue,
and by the Dead, to be put out of the Caliygpm 5.2, Command the children of
Israel, that they put out of the Camp every Lepnd every one that hath an Issue,
and whosoever is defiled by the deBeut. 22.10,11Thou shalt not plow with an Ox
and an Ass together. Thou shalt not wear a garmaedivers sorts, as of woolen and
linen togetherpecause the Lord their God did walk in the midghe Camp of his
People, to deliver them, and to give up his enelmsdgre them; therefore was the
Camp to be holy, that he might see no unclean timrigem, & turn away from
them.Deut 23.14,For the Lord thy God walketh in the midst of thyn@pa to deliver
thee, and give up thine enemies before thee: thershall thy Camp be holy, that he
may see no unclean thing in thee, and turn away fittee



And because this Nation had exceedingly neglettegtirging of Judicatories and
Armies, and constituting the same of persons ygintialified, which was the cause of
many evils of sin and punishment; therefore was rtleiglect publicly and solemnly
confessed to GOD, and the contrary duty engages ahthe renewing {52} of the
Covenant toward the end of the year 1648, ashe teeen in the solemn Publick
Confession of sins, and engagement to duties.dfalaring of the which effectual,
the Commission of the General Assembly did presenty Petitions, Remonstrances
and Warnings from time to time to the Committe&sfates, and to the Parliament,
who did make sundry Laws both for the purging ef dladicatories and Armies which
then were, and for keeping them pure for the tineoime, as is to be seen in their
Registers and Act®ynno01649 and 1650. And accordingly somewhat was dorieait
great and necessary duty by themselves and otbexiom they did commit the
trust, but notwithstanding of all these thingslid appear very soon after the
Confessing of that sin, and engaging to that dbt many did neither mind
repentance of the one, or performance of the offterrefore as the Commission of
the General Assembly were necessitated to renandisires in that particular very
often, and from month to month, so were not themg@d.and Committees having
power to execute the same, established without sanegtling and difficulty: not a
few labouring to obstruct and retard the same vetmeh it came to the execution, with
what neglect and slowness, and patrtiality, did fr@geed therein? And what
impediments did they (who were not diligent) casthe way of others who were
more diligent and faithful, and zealous in follogiaf the duty? By which it came to
pass, that little could be gotten done in that enaind what was done was not only
loaded with imputations and reproaches, but alsofaathe most part made
ineffectual: The persons appointed to be removehgoeither kept still, or shortly
thereafter being brought again to their own or sother place, or else as evil being
put in their place. Nay, after the defeabDaimbar, these duties came not only to be
neglected, but what formerly had been gotten dbaeetn, was looked and cried out
upon, as the cause of the ruin of the Army; andefioee not only these who had been
formerly purged, but all others how malignant amaisk soever, were brought to the
Judicatories and Army, and what had formerly bemfessed a sin, was then
followed and commended as a duty.

5. Step The fifth is, The authorizing of Commissionerstose a Treaty with the
King, for the investing him with the Government3§aupon his subscribing such
demands as were sent to him, after he had givery olaear evidences of his dis-
affection and enmity to the Work and people of G@bJ was continuing in the
same; and the admitting of him to the full exer@éis power, and Crowning him
notwithstanding of new discoveries of his adhetmbis former Principles and way,
and of many warnings to the contrary. For the beitelerstanding and more full and
clear discovery of this sin, we would consider éhgsngs which are set down by the



General Assembly of this Kirk, in their Declaratiohthe dateluly 17, 1649, to wit,
that as Magistrates and their power are ordain€e@D, so are they in the exercise
thereof, not to walk according to their own wilytkaccording to the Law of equity
and righteousness, as being the Ministers of GOEhi safety of his people, &c.
Secondly, That there is a continual obligation simgulation betwixt the King and the
People, as both of them are tied to GOD, so eattenf are tied each to other, for the
performance of mutual and reciprocal duties, adgogrtb which it is statute and
ordained in the 8th Act of the Parliament of Kilgmeghe Sixth, That all Kings,
Princes and Magistrates whatsomever, holding filage, which hereafter shall
happen at any time to reign and bear rule overRb@m, at the time of their
Coronation, the receipt of their Princely Authoyityake their faithful Promise by
Oath, in the presence of the Eternal GOD, Thanhduihhe whole course of their lives,
they shall serve the same Eternal GOD to the utofdsieir power, according as he
hath required in his Holy Word, contained in thel @hd New Testament, and
according to the same Word shall maintain the Rekgion of JESUS CHRIST, the
Preaching of his most holy Word, and due and ighhinistration of the Sacraments
now received and preached within this Realm, aiadl abolish and gainstand all false
Religion contrary to the same, and shall rule teegRe of GOD committed to their
charge, according to the will and command of GO aéed in his Word, and
according to the laudable Laws and Constitutionsived within this Realnm&c.
Thirdly, That in the League and Covenant that heehlso solemnly and publicly
sworn and renewed by this Kingdom, the duty of ddiieg and preserving the King's
Majesty's Person and Authority, is joined with, aathordinate to the duty of
preserving {54} and defending the true Religion &raerty of the Kingdoms.
Fourthly, That an arbitrary Government and an itiet Power was the fountain of
most, if not of all the corruptions both of Kirk@tate: And that it was for restraint
of this, and for their own just defence againsamyry and unjust violence (which
ordinarily is the fruit and effect of such powdnat the Lord's People did join in
Covenant, and have been at the expenses of solstaaxh travails and pains these
years past. Fifthly, That the King being aversentbe Work of Reformation, and the
Instruments thereof, and compassed about with Mafigand dis-affected men whom
he hearkens to as his most faithful counsellourd,l@oks upon as his most loyal and
faithful Subjects, being admitted to the exercishi® power before satisfaction given,
would by these counsels, endeavour an over-tufitigese things which the Lord
hath wrought amongst us, and labour to draw Pulaikinistrations concerning
Religion and the Liberty of the Subject into theis®e and Channel, in which they did
run under Prelacy, & before the Work of Reformatidthich we had the more cause
to fear, because his Royal Father did often decldrat he conceived himself bound
to employ all the power that God had put in hisdsaio the utmost, for these ends,
and that he adhered to his Father's principlesyatikied in his way, and had made a
peace with the Irish Rebels, by which is grantethémn the full liberty of Popery.



From these Principles the General Assembly did thiem, That it would be the
wisdom of every one who dwells in this Land, toetddeed to such a temptation and
share, that they be not accessory to any suchrdeaigd endeavours of bringing or
admitting the King to the exercise of his Powelthaut satisfaction given concerning
the security of Religion, and Liberty of the Subbge@s they would not bring upon
themselves, and on their Families, the guilt oftedl detriment that would
undoubtedly follow thereupon to Religion and thev@wmant, and of all the miseries
and calamities that it would bring on his MajesB&son and Throne, and on these
Kingdoms. Such a thing (say they would in all appeee be the under-minding and
shaking off, if not the over-throwing and destrayiof the Work of Reformation, and
that therefore whosoever attempts the same, dosepgbemselves to the Cause of
GOD, and will at last dash against the rock {55}é Lord's Power, which hath
broken in pieces many high and lofty ones sincéotfggnning of this Work in these
Kingdoms. From all which it doth appear upon gooabgds, that it was an high
provocation, to admit the King to the exercise isfPower, or to entrust him with the
Cause and People of GOD, whilst he was continuirtys former disaffection to, and
enmity against the same; with which sin the Lorthhmeen so displeased, that he hath
in a great measure verified the same things ohdhne which are holden forth by the
General Assembly, and which would be the conseguéeteof.

We know that it will be objected by many, That Kiag did desist from, and abandon
that course of enmity against the Work and Peolp{eoal, before the close of the
Treaty, and that he did give satisfaction conceytine security of Religion, and
Liberty of the Subjects, by condescending to, arnateribing these demands, which
were sent to him from the Parliament of this Kinggd@nd the Commission of the
General Assembly. To which we reply, First, thasid demands were deficient, at
least not so plain and positive, and express imt@@ and necessary thing, to wit, a
real abandoning of former malignant courses anttjpies, and a real and cordial
cleaving to the Work and people of God, withoutaeththere could not be a real
security; it was not a shadow of security for Religand Liberty, or a paper and
verbal security only, but a real security whichwere bound before the Lord to have
endeavoured and obtained before the close of aylneth the King, for entrusting
him with the Government, and to authorize Commisstis to settle with him upon
such paper-securities, and accordingly to entnuast Wwas but to mock God, and to
deceive the World, and to betray and destroy oueseby giving up all the precious
Interests of Religion and Liberty into the hand®wé who was in a course of enmity
to these. Secondly, it is certain, (if men will wa&ny clear and evident truths) that the
King had not only (before the authorizing of th€msmmissioners to close a Treaty
with him upon his condescending to these Demanigehgvidence of his enmity to
the Work and people of God, but also was continunripe same, during the time of
the Treaty, and that he had not abandoned theseipes and courses at the close of



the Treaty; And when he did swear and subscribé #i National Covenant, and the
Solemn League and Covenant; Nay, the whole tenduis@arriage, did then, and
afterward convincingly enough (to intelligent me&l@monstrate him to be the same he
was before. We shall not need bring many instaritbesgfore passing over these
things which he did, before this Kingdom begarréat with him, such as the
Declaration emitted by him when he was Prince,reggdhe Cause and People of God,
and his Printed Declaration &rsey as King, against all who had been in opposition
to his Father in these troubles: We shall mentiay a few particulars that fell out
thereafter, to wit, these: first, he did not onbuntenance and entertain the most
Capital and known Enemies of this Kingdom, sucliaases Grahamand others, who
had shed much of the blood thereof, but also did Giommission to the salhmes
Graham to make war upon, and invade the Inhabitantetfeas Traitors and
Rebels. Secondly, in the whole progress of thetyrea he did communicate and
take counsel with known dis-affected and maligmaen in all things relating to the
same, and not moving a step, but according to #ukiice, so did he procrastinate and
delay to grant what was desired, until all otheanseof help had failed, and his own
estate and condition was now become desperateyfzaiche did grant, was not all at
once, and cheerfully, as if it had been a duty,dydittle and little, and by a kind of
coaction and merchandise, as if it had been a lvaofduying and selling. Thirdly,
after the Treaty was brought to some close, héelidre his coming to Sea, receive
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper from one oPtieéatical Chaplains, and
according to the Service-Book notwithstanding tleenghissioners of the Kirk did
represent the evil thereof to him, and did eargekhl with him to the contrary.
Fourthly, he brought to Sea, and ilgootlandwith him almost the whole Train of
Malignant and dis-affected men, who had followea m his former evil courses, and
fled from the Justice of both Kingdoms, and theselid more familiarly & entirely
converse with, than with others. Fifthly, he waamihe coast obcotlandbefore he
would condescend to the subscribing of these Demathith were sent from the
Parliament, upon the report of the close of thaflyeas it was first closed dolland,
and the Commissioners were so far out of hopestaiiming their desire, that even
when they were come {57} near the shore, they \weeparing Papers of exoneration;
and when in an instant on the suggestion of someiveants, he did condescend to
subscribe the Demands, and take the Covenantgsiwwih a reserve of a Declaration
to be printed therewith, which he did not pass frortil the Commissioners of the
Church did refuse to admit thereof. Sixthly, Witlaiiew days of his coming

to Scotland when removing Malignants from his Family and Gauais earnestly
pressed by the Commissioners both of Kirk and Stdfealkland he shewed himself
very averse from the same, and did not only atplaate, but at all places and times
afterwards countenance and entertain men of thatgstwho were in his Family and
Court, and came to the same. Seventhly, He did fong time refuse to subscribe the
Declaration which was tendered to him, for the asedging of his own, and his



Parents’ guiltiness for the time past, and accgrtiinhis duty for the time to come;
and after that he had, with a great deal of rehatasubscribed the same, he did
oftentimes express, That he did not think his Fagiudty of blood, and that
notwithstanding he had so declared, he had hisroaaming thereof. Eighthly, As he
did first by Letters authorize sundry of the Makg party to rise in Arms without the
knowledge of the Committee of Estates, and contatiie standing Laws of this
Kingdom; so did he himself within a short time theter, desert the Publick Councils
of the Kingdom, and join with the Malignants. NilythDuring the whole time of the
Treaty, and after the close thereof, he had cooredgnce with all the Malignants of
the three Nations, to sundry of which he gave Casaions. These Instances do
clearly enough prove what was said concerning ting'& continuing in a course of
enmity to the Work and People of God, which madesin in us, whilst he was in
that condition, to entrust him with the Interest®oth: neither was our carriage here
more faulty in the matter, than it was rash anaipreant in regard of the manner. The
news of the late King's death, broughEinburghon the Lord's day at night, the
Parliament did the next day before twelve of tluek)] proclaim this King with all
publick solemnity, without setting any time aparseek the Lord for Counsel and
direction therein; which, as both Reason and Ratignight have taught us, to have
used more deliberation amongst ourselves, and fa@le supplication to God, before
he (whose Father and himself had been engaged o imopposition to the Work
and People of God) had been proclaimed King, atiginva short time thereafter,
solemn Address was made to him for offering him@newn and Kingdom upon
some verbal and paper security, without any previddress for informing his
conscience, or taking notice whether he did adteehes former principles and way;
and when the Lord was pleased to render these @gtjgins ineffectual, and to bring
back the Commissioners to this Kingdom and Kirkhaut any satisfaction to their
desires; we did again no less precipitantly theoreerush on a second Address,
which was at one and the same day concluded apadmped in Parliament, not only
without any previous Consultation or Debate hadelament amongst these who had
been tender and faithful to the Work of God from beginning, but without their
knowledge, and contrary to their expectation; dtehaards, in regard of the close
and dispatch of Commissioners, which was so paatbnand violently driven on,
that many were impatient, even of the most necgsiays, and of the most
reasonable contradiction in any thing that reldltedeto: and it is not to be past
without observation, that whilst we were treadingse slippery and sinful steps, the
Lord suffered not us to want warning. We shallinsist on the sad apprehensions
that were in the hearts of many of the godly inlthad in reference thereto: So albeit
they durst not altogether deny duty to be in maldpglication to the King, yet did
the sense of the Lord's controversy with him arschioiuse, together with his walking
in his former way, lie heavy on their spirits andda them rather fear a curse, than
expect a blessing thereupon. Nor shall we spe#tkegbassionate inclination, desires,



and endeavours of the Malignant party, and of ttegaicing herein, and of their
heightening of their hopes thereby. But we desinealy be remembered, That whilst
the second Address was in preparing, not onlylted_brd give us warning of
presumptions, first of the King his authorizingJaimes Graharno invade this
Kingdom, and of his encouraging him by Lettersacog in that Invasion, even whilst
he was in terms of a Treaty with Us; but alsalagnes Graharhis actual invasion a
little thereafter by the King's Commission, anddoyging to our hands the authentic
Commission itself, and {59} sundry Letters undes ting's own hand, testifying his
adherence to his former principles, & his affectiorthat great Enemy of this Cause
and Kingdom. And what were all these instances wie have formerly spoken of
in the King's carriage, but warnings from the Lardhave taught us wisdom in this
thing? We know that some may think it unsuitableu® to meddle in these things
which seem to have been otherwise determined b@émeral Assembly of this Kirk,
1650, and that others may wonder that that Assesiimyld have so determined. We
shall not now stand to debate how far that Assemialyapprove of these things
which concern the Treaty with the King, anent theusity of Religion: but the Lord
having declared so much from Heaven against théealtand, it concerns us and all
others impartially to search into, and to discawercauses thereof, so far as he is
pleased to convince and give light therein; andlwén charity, and not without
ground, presume, That if all the passages of puoeeof the King's carriage in the
Treaty, and from the beginning in order to thisgdom, and the enemies thereof, had
been impartially and freely discovered and madenknto the Assembly as they have
been since, they had not gone the length whichwrexy.

6. Step For understanding of the six8tep which relateth unto the rejecting the
discovery of guiltiness and causes of the LORD&amding with us; It will be
needful to speak somewhat for clearing of the matftéact in the instances which are
given in the Article: The first instance is in tbauses of humiliation, condescended
on by the Commission of the General Assemblyedth, and offered to the
Committee of Estates, by whom they were rejecteglstory whereof as to the matter
of fact was thus: The next day after the Englisicds came in view of our Army,
which was then entrenched betvigith andEdinburgh Some general persons in our
Army (whether from any desire to approve themsetodbke King, who the night
before was come tioeith from Sterlin, or from any other principle, we know not) did
draw forth a great many of the Horse to skirmisthwhe English, by whom they
were with some loss, and much shame beaten baoktaghe trenches, which bred
such a disheartening and astonishment in the Wiaalg of the Army, that had the
English then stormed the Trenches, they had b&@@fgained them, and routed our
Army. Upon this occasion, the Commission of the €&ahAssembly gave themselves
to search after the causes of this stroke and spiconfusion and astonishment from
the LORD, and after some pains taken therein, fabatithere had been a malignant



design for bringing in again the malignant partyadbng time, hatching and carrying
on by sundry in the Judicatories and in the Arnmg that it was far promoted and
advanced: And for the more conviction herein, ttelyjcondescend on several
Instances and Particulars of moment and consequé&hisethey offered to the
Committee of Estates as grounds of humiliationeddépt by them and the Army; but
the Committee, as they did refuse to take withsargh guiltiness, so did they refuse
to join in any humiliation to be kept for the sarigon the which the Commission
did leave it before them with a Declaration, Thegythad exonered themselves, and
with a desire to the Committee of Estates to deetheas they would be answerable
to GOD, who was contending for these things. Tlerse is the causes of
humiliation, condescended on&terlinimmediately after the defeat@tumbar. these
causes which were first condescended on by théd¥aerg with the Army, and
afterwards approven by the Commission of the GéAasembly did specify
somewhat of the crooked courses which had been takearrying on the Treaty with
the King, and of the obstructing the purging of A&reny, and of the Judicatories, and
of the King's Family, and of the not differencinglmstruments employed in Publick
trust, and several other things relating to the@ge of these in Publick trust in
Judicatories and Armies, which though real truthhemselves, and just matter of
humiliation before GOD, yet were rejected and moitrgich as read or intimated by
many Ministers in their Congregations, and werasedl to be taken with, or
acknowledged by sundry Statesmen and OfficerseoAtimy, and others, who were
guilty of them. The third Instance is the Remonsteof the Gentlemen, Ministers
and Forces in the West, which though it was artesty given in reference to sin and
Duty by a company of men who had been straight fiteerbeginning in the Work of
GOD, in the simplicity of their hearts, and did tan in it many sad truths, yet was
not only rejected, but condemned by the pluralftthe {61} Committee of Estates,
and Commission of the General Assembly, notwitrditejthat many of the
Members of both these Judicatories did dissent,feord protest against these voices,
and as if it had not been enough, was again restbiéte Parliament and a most
harsh censure put upon it, and all such as didlisotaim it before such a day,
appointed to be proceeded against with Censuras bigh nature; other testimonies
of Presbyteries and Synods beside these are alsttomed, for divers such there was,
as the Letters from the PresbyterieStdrlin, Aberdeen, Glasgow, Pasleynd

several other Presbyteries and Synods, which wetemwto the Commission as
testimonies of their dis-satisfaction with the RelbResolutions concerning the
Leavy, and were rejected, and sundry of the autihergof sharply rebuked: nay,
some of them discharged to speak their Conscienoésgonfined in places far distant
from their charge for doing thereof. In the clo$é¢his Article there is mention of the
neglecting of means tending to peace, and the ptiegethe effusion of more blood,
from pride and bitterness of spirit, against th@ke had invaded us. We know that
before this Kingdom was invaded by these who hatk brought it low, there was a



Letter written by the Parliament to the present @on England and duplicates
thereof to the General, Lieutenant General, ance@&iMajor of their Army, upon

the 22nd oflune 1650, wherein they did shew that as in theirdredf the 6th

of March, 1649, they did acknowledge their obligation, dedlare their resolution, to
observe the rule of Remonstrating; first the breaatf Peace for craving just
reparation, of using all fair means of giving aqa@ing warning of three months,
before any Engagement of these Kingdoms in watheypdo again renew the same,
and accordingly renewed the Acts of Posture andy.&& putting this Kingdom in
readiness in case of invasion, which were madéotimeer year when they wrote the
foresaid Letter of the 6th ®flarch, all which they do profess solemnly to be done by
them in the sincerity of their hearts; not out oy @olicy to catch advantages, nor for
any other end or design whatsoever, but merelyhir own defence, which they do
account abundantly sufficient to remove all grouofgalousies, and misreports of
their intentions, and to take away all pretenceesfessity of the marching of forces
for defence of the borders of {6&8ngland and on the other part being informed of a
resolution inEnglandto send an Army to Invade this Kingdom, they debiio know
whether these who have the present power in Englaratknowledge themselves
obliged, or by their answer will oblige themselaggl declare their Resolutions to
observe the foresaid way and order upon theirtpars, and plainly and clearly to
declare, whether their Forces do march for offeadefence, whether with intention
for keeping only within the borders Bhglandor coming within ours, which way of
procedure for clearing each others, and dealiniglglas not only agreeable to
particular Treaties, and to the many Ties, Bondseclarations past betwixt these
Kingdoms, but also to the Law of God, and practitkis People in his Word, and to
the common law and practice, even of heathen Natimach more of Christian
Covenanted Kingdoms, and may prevent many evilai8gerous consequences,
which may fall out, even beyond and contrary toithentions of the Nations, by their
Armies lying near others upon their borders, algfomerely upon intended defence:
This did indeed savour of a spirit of peace; batsithe coming of these men into the
Land there hath been such pride and bitternegsirdtf shat not only were all essays
of peace neglected, but every motion tending tbemhether made by any amongst
ourselves, or hinted at by any amongst them, wayeted and some time entertained
with disdain, reproach and contempt; and albeiiriiasion was unjust, yet certainly
it was our duty to have followed and endeavourextpeso far as it was
possibleRom 12.18f it be possible, as much as lieth in you, livageably with all
men Heb. 12.14Follow peace with all men, and holiness, withoutalvmo man

shall see GodPsalm 120.7,am for peace, but when | speak they are for.war

7. Step The seventh is, the Publick Resolutions of Kinkl &tate, for bringing in the
Malignant Party first to the Army, and then to thalicatories, and the actual
entrusting of them with the power of the KingdonttbMlilitary and Civil; We



conceive that these Publick Resolutions in the dexnpf them do (besides other sins
which may be mentioned) include these: First, guration with the Enemies of God
and his Cause, which is condemned by many clegot8as, 2Chron 19.1,2,And
Jehoshaphaf63} the King of Judah returned to his house in peac#&etasalem, and
Jehu the son of Hanani the seer, went out to meetdnd said to King Jehosaphat,
Shouldst thou help the ungodly, and love themhhtd the LORD? therefore is wrath
on thee from before the Lartsa. 30.1-3Woe to the rebellious children, saith the
LORD, that take counsel but not of me; and thaecaith a covering, but not of my
Spirit, that they may add sin to sin: That wallgtodown to Egypt (and have not
asked at my mouth) to strengthen themselves istittvegth of Pharaoh, and to trust
in the shadow of Egypt; Therefore shall the strergftPharaoh be your shame, and
the trust in the shadow of Egypt your confusisa. 31.1-3Woe to them that go down
to Egypt for help, and stay on horses, and trusthariots, because they are many,
and in horsemen, because they are very stronghbkytlook not to the holy one of
Israel, neither seek the LORD: Yet he also is vaad, will bring evil, and will not

call back his words: But will arise against the Isewf the evil doers, and against the
help of them that work iniquity: Now the Egyptiame men and not GOD, and their
horses flesh and not spirit; when the LORD shaditsh out his hand, both he that
helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen shall tdwn, and they all shall fall together
Jer. 2.18 And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egyptlrink the waters of
Sihor? or what hast thou to do in the way of Assyo drink the waters of the

river? Jer. 13.21What wilt thou say when he shall punish thee?t{fou hast taught
them to be captains, and as chief over thee) slwdlsorrows take thee as a woman in
travail? (2.) The laying of a foundation of, or the estsiing of a rule for employing
and entrusting men with the interest of the Cads&@D and of the Kingdom, who
ought not to be employed nor entrusted, if respediad to the qualifications required
in the Wordviz. That they be men fearing GOD, hating covetousardslealing

truly, who are appointed to be rulers over thousahdndreds, fifties, and teriscod
18.21,Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the peoglele men, such as fear GOD,
men of truth, hating covetousness; and place suehthem; to be rulers of
thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of &ftkad rulers of tenand that they be
just, ruling in the fear of God who rules over m2isam 23.3,The GOD of

Israel {64} said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that lhubser men must be just,
ruling in the fear of God(3.) That there was therein a breach and violaticthe

fourth Article of the Covenant, which obligeth thveg be so far from giving trust to
Malignants, that they should endeavour to bringrtihe condign punishment. (4.)
That there was therein a manifest receding fronstiemn publick confession of
sins, and engagement to duties, and from the aqurtstaor of our Declarations,
Warnings, and Remonstrances and causes of hunnlititese years paser. 2.35-
37,Yet thou sayest, Because | am innocent, suregnger shall turn from me:
Behold | will plead with thee, because thou sal/batve not sinned. Why gaddest



thou about so much to change thy way: thou alsti beaashamed of Egypt, as thou
wast ashamed of Assyria; yea, thou shalt go feaimthim, and thine hands upon
thine head: for the Lord hath rejected thy conficks) and thou shalt not prosper in
them (5.) That there was a great deal of diffidencel distrust in the Arm of the
LORD, and a seeking of help from, and a restinghenarm of fleshjer. 17.5,6,Thus
saith the Lord, Cursed be the man that trustettmam, and maketh flesh his arm, and
whose heart departeth from the LORD: for he sheallike the heath in the desert, and
shall not see when good cometh, but shall inh&leifparched places in the
wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabit¢6.) That there was therein a great deal of
prevarication and deceitful dealing by mader. 5.2,3,And though they say the Lord
liveth, surely they swear falsely. O Lord, are tioe eyes upon the truth? thou hast
stricken them, but they have not grieved, thou bassumed them, but they have
refused to receive correction, they have made faegs harder than a rock, they
have refused to returrBecause albeit the arguments that were used,taleza from
necessity and other things of that kind, yet treagwheel that moved in that
business, was a design to bring in that partyptaoes of power and trust into the
Army, who had been formerly put out for their mabapt and disaffected carriage,
and thereatfter, albeit in the beginning of thisib&ss so great haste was pretended,
that they could not wait for a very few days, ttle Commission might convene, but
made use of a unfrequent and occasional meeting) wat only many of the
Members were absent, but also not advertised; etwvthat which {65} was aimed at
concerning the Modeling of the Army was obtaineglytdid move but very slowly,
and Acted nothing at all for many months thereaftay, not till long after the Army
was completely Leavied, and until they had gottenAct of Classis also rescinded,
and that Party brought to the Parliament aswelb dlse Army, and until the General
Assembly did sit down, that they might have thepr@bation of these proceedings so
far as was fit for them to meddle with. (7.) Thess in it a real stumbling and
offence to the most part of the godly in the Lantdpse hearts were much grieved,
and their hands exceedingly weakened thereby,hegetith the making glad and
strengthening the ungodly, and disaffected andapifn the Land]er. 23.14,| have
seen also in the Prophets of Jerusalem an hortliteg, they commit adultery and
walk in lies; they strengthen also the hands dféers, that none doth return from
his wickedness; they are all to me as Sodom, amthttabitants thereof as

Gomorrah Ezek. 13.22Because with lies ye have made the hearts of gimedus

sad, whom | have not made sad; and strengtheneldiathes of the wicked, that he
should not return from his wicked works, by prongshim life Lastly, the state of our
Cause was thereby upon the matter turned upside-dgwentrusting the Work and
people of God to the enemies thereof, it being kmand made manifest that these
men did retain the same principles, and did drivéhe same designs which could not
but prove destructive to Religion & the People oG



8. Step The next Step, is, The joining of many of the edwho are engaged with
God by Covenant to the contrary, no less than tilerB) with the Forces of the
Kingdom; after that by the Resolutions there wasexailing party of malignants
brought to the Army, who had the strength of Colsnaad Actings therein, and were
carrying on a malignant interest; whatever quedti@ne may be of the associating of
subjects in war with the wicked enemies of Godihencommand of the Magistrate in
a lawful cause, which seems to us to be condenm#gkiPeople of Godisa. 8.11-

18, For the Lord spake thus to me with a strong hamdi, iastructed me, that | should
not walk in the way of this people, saying, Sagotea Confederacy to all those to
whom this People shall say, a Confederacy; neitbar ye their fear, nor be afraid.
Sanctify the Lord of Hosts Himself, and{lgd} Him be your fear, and let him be your
dread. And he shall be for a sanctuary; but fot@e of stumbling, and for a rock of
offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gird om a snare to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and many among them shall stumble dinadra be broken, and be
snared, and be taken. Bind up the Testimony, bedlaw among my Disciples. And |
will wait upon the Lord that hideth his face fronethouse of Jacob, and | will look
for him. Behold, | and the children whom the Loadthgiven me, are for signs, and
for wonders in Israel, from the Lord of hosts whilskelleth in Mount SiarAswell as
in the Magistrates; the ground of the prohibititmnwit, learning of their works, and
the ensnaring of the People, having a more immedatnexion with the People's
joining, than with the Magistrate's commanding therjoin; yet as the thing is laid
down in the Paper we think there will be no questibout it, because it includes
these Particulars: (1.) The joining of a People with the consent and approbation,
nay by the commandment and authority of their Magfies had covenanted with the
LORD, not to join with his Enemies. (2.) That itswahen the rule of constituting the
Army was corrupt, to wit, the Publick Resolutiomdiich made the case desperate and
left no place or remedy for purging of the Army.)(Bhat it was when a party of
Malignants who had the sway of Counsels and Actig® brought to the Army,
which being added to the former, not only madepilnging of the Army in an
ordinary way impossible, but also carried the straad current of all their
Resolutions and Actings into a malignant Chanielt they were the prevailing
Party, is more manifest, than that time needs tspeat in verifying thereof. (4.) That
they were carrying on a Malignant Interest, to g establishing the King in the
exercise of his Power facotland and the re-investing him with the Government
iInEngland when he had not yet abandoned his former enmitlyd Work and people
of God; and the securing of Power in their own tsamader him: And though none of
these four had concurred (all which we believe bélacknowledged by un-biassed
men) yet there was a sin in the People's joiniegabse few or none of these who did
join, did give any testimony against the Magistseamploying of the Malignant
Party, but went willingly after the commandmerigsea5.11,Ephraim is
oppressed67} and broken in judgment, because he willingly obeyatiwent after



the commandmenilt is acknowledged to have been the People's éun by these
who justify their joining with them upon the comntaof the Magistrate, to have
bemoaned it before the Lord, and in their stationsave testified against it before
men.

9. Step The ninth Step is, the prelimiting and corruptafghe General Assembly, in
regard of the free and right constitution theré&xneral Assemblies rightly constitute
in their liberties and freedom, as they are ontefmost precious Ordinances of
JESUS CHRIST, so have they been most wholesomerafithble means in this

Kirk, for the purging and preserving all the Ordicas of CHRIST in the Land; and
therefore as it hath been the care of all thefidigervants of God in the Land, to
vindicate and preserve their right constitution doé liberty and freedom; so in the
promoting of any course of defection hath Sataragéistudied to entrench
thereupon, and to corrupt the same. That the GleAssambly was prelimited this
year, is evident by the Letter written by the Cosion of the General Assembly to
the Presbyteries, with an Act sent therewith, apoay, that all these who remain
unsatisfied in the Publick Resolutions, after Coerfee, and did continue to oppose
the same, should be cited to he General AssembiycMLetter and Act had such
influence on many Presbyteries, that though thenew them many able and faithful
men who were unsatisfied with the Publick Resohgjoyet very few of these were
chosen to be Commissioners; and where any sucbrgevgere elected, there was for
the most part either Protestations against it|s# @nother election of other persons;
by which it came to pass, that almost all theseewsrapacitated to sit in the
Assembly, and the Meeting was almost wholly madenlg of these who had been
instrumental in carrying on the former defectionywere consenting thereto, and were
approving thereof. A more gross prelimitation thiais could not readily be, that men,
intrusted by the General Assembly with the Publdiairs, and to preserve the
liberty thereof, should first (contrary to thein$t) open a door for bringing in the
Malignant Party, and then shut the door againssittieg of all these in the
Assembly, where their proceedings were to be tidah did not before their coming
{68} there, approve of their opening the door te Malignants; which was not only
to make defection themselves, but to involve othieesein, and to take away the
remedy thereof. Beside this gross prelimitatiorréhwas also divers other particulars
of importance that fell out in the Meeting itsalfthe constituent Members in the
liberty & freedom of voicing, which were set downlength in the Protestation made
at St.Andrewsagainst that Meeting, and the Reasons afterwamaisqul for
strengthening thereof, and therefore we shall setinn this place to repeat these
things, but recommends the reading of them to asdtesire more fully to be
informed in these patrticulars. It were tediousaibdn the Acts of that Assembly, and
Warnings issued by them. These things we now less/a,subject requiring a more
large and distinct consideration; desiring onlg thine thing to be pondered and



considered: That besides their ratifying and appigpthe Proceedings of the former
Commission (which were in many things the greatfgsf all the godly in the Land)
in such ample manner, as even (in way of expressarot free of some flattery and
vanity; and besides the censuring of some honestfoneno other thing but only
protesting against them; and besides, the emittiryarnings reflecting exceedingly
on former pious and warrantable proceedings, tlae haid a foundation for
censuring all Ministers and Professors, and fopkegesuch out of the Ministry, who
do not approve of all these proceedings, which hiaxgdast year so much vexed and
grieved the godly, and so much rejoiced and maake tile Malignant Party and
wicked of the Land: And if these things shall beadingly executed and take effect,
what persecution shall there be of many godly Mé&nss Elders, Expectants, and
Professors; and what a Ministry, and what a Chehall we have in a few years?

10. Article.

The last Head of the Lord's controversy that istineed, is deep security and
obstinacy, impenitency and incorrigibleness undlehase, and under all the dreadful
strokes of God, and tokens of his indignation agfais, because of the same, so that
whilst he continues to smite, we are so far froomhling ourselves, that {69} we
grow worse and worse, and sin more and more: tth@so with us, will not (we
suppose) be denied by any godly man amongst uskmwws and observes the
Land's condition, and the present temper and cgrieh the Inhabitants; every man
crying out almost for his affliction, but none alstanourning for his sin. We think it
may be truly said, That sin and iniquity of all #8) and amongst all ranks of persons
hath been more multiplied and increase8a@otlandsince the defeat &umbar, than

in many years before, and that this Nation wassoatull, hard-hearted, and
Impenitent under any of the former rods wherewhih ltord did smite us these years
past, as under these rods wherewith he now snstesnd that this doth much
heighten our iniquity, and speak sad things to gohm®t repented of, is evident

from Isaiah 1.5,Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will rewlte and more:
the whole head is sick, and the whole heart igfésa. 9.13-1650r the People

turneth not unto him that smiteth them, neithetloty seek the Lord of Hosts.
Therefore the Lord will cut off from Israel headdaail, root & branch in one day.
The Ancient and Honourable, he is the head; andPtiophet that teacheth lies, he is
the tail. For the Leaders of this People cause theerr, and they that are led of
them, are destroyeder. 5.30 Lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou has
stricken them, but they have not grieved; thou bassumed them, but they have
refused to receive correction: they have made taeies harder than a rock, they
have refused to returder. 8.4-7Moreover, thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the



Lord, Shall they fall, and not arise? shall he taway and not return? Why then is
this People of Jerusalem slidden back by a perp&@aeksliding? they hold fast
deceit, they refuse to return. | hearkened and thelaut they spake not aright; no man
repented him of his wickedness, saying, What hdea¢? every one turneth to his
course as the horse rusheth into the battle. YemaStork in the Heaven knoweth her
appointed times, and the Turtle, and the Crane,therdSwallow observe the time of
their coming; but my People know not the judgméth® Lord Isa. 42.23-25N/ho
among you will give ear to this? who will hearkerdaear for the time to come?
Who gave Jacob for a spoil and Israel to the rokBatid not the Lord, He, against
whom we have sinned? for they would not walk imlaigs, neithe{70} were they
obedient to his Law. Therefore he hath poured uponthe fury of his anger, and the
strength of battle; and it hath set him on fire nduabout, yet he knew not; and it
burned him yet he laid it not to heaktev. 26.14-39But if you will not hearken to
me, and will not do all these Commandments; Agd Bhall despise my Statutes, or if
your soul abhor my Judgments, so that ye will moalllmy Commandments, but that
ye break my Covenant: | also will do this unto ylowill even appoint over you
terror, consumption, and the burning-ague; thatlsbhansume the eyes, & cause
sorrow of heart: and ye shall sow your seed in yBnyour enemies shall eat it. And
| will set my face against you, and ye shall béndteefore your enemies: they that
hate you shall reign over you, and ye shall fleermvhone pursueth you. And if you
will not yet for all this hearken unto me, thenill yunish you seven times more for
your sins. And | will break the pride of your powand | will make your Heaven as
Iron and your Earth as Brass: And your strengthlsha spent in vain; for your Land
shall not yield her increase, neither shall the&@s®f the Land yield their fruits. And
if ye walk contrary unto me, and will not hearkemnaume, | will bring seven times
more plagues upon you, according to your sinslllalso send wild beasts among
you, which shall rob you of your children, and degtyour cattle, and make you few
in number, and your high ways shall be desolat&l iRgiou will not be reformed by
these things, but will walk contrary unto me: Thel | also walk contrary unto you,
and will punish you yet seven times for your sémsd | will bring a sword upon you,
that shall avenge the quarrel of my Covenant: ahdnmyou are gathered together
within your Cities, | will send the pestilence amgagmu; and ye shall be delivered into
the hand of the enemy. And when | have brokentdlffeo$ your bread, ten women
shall bake your bread in one oven, and they shaiver you your bread again by
weight; and ye shall eat and not be satisfied. Aydu will not for all this hearken
unto me, but walk contrary unto me: Then | will kvebntrary unto you also in fury;
and I, even |, will chastise you seven times far wins. And ye shall eat the flesh of
your sons, and the flesh of your daughters shadlate And | will destroy your high
places, and cut down your Images, and cast yowrasaes upon tH@1} carcasses

of your Idols, and my soul shall abhor you. Andll make your Cities waste, and
bring your Sanctuaries unto desolation, and | wokt smell the savour of your sweet



Odours. And | will bring the Land into desolaticand your enemies which dwell
therein shall be astonished at it. And | will seatyou among the Heathen, and will
draw out a sword after you; and your Land shalldesolate, and your Cities waste.
Then shall the Land enjoy her Sabbaths as longleeth desolate, and ye be in your
enemies’ Land; even then shall the Land rest, amolyeher Sabbaths. As long as it
lieth desolate, it shall rest; because it did nestrin your Sabbaths when ye dwelt
upon it. And upon them that are left alive of ylowill send a faintness into their
hearts in the Lands of their enemies; and the sairadshaken leaf shall chase them;
and they shall flee, as fleeing from a sword, dreytshall fall when none pursueth
them. And they shall fall one upon another as reviefore a sword, when none
pursueth; and ye shall have no power to stand leefour enemies. And ye shall
perish among the Heathen, and the Land of your exseshall eat you up. And they
that are left of you, shall pine away in their inity in your enemies' Lands, and also
in the iniquities of their fathers shall they piaay with them
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\ Printed in the year 1653. I

THE
PREFACE.

ALTHOUGH we are not ignorant, that mockers of all sorts rta§e occasion by this
Acknowledgement of the Sins of Ministers, to stiergthemselves in their prejudices
at our persons and Callings, and turn this unto ceproach, and that some may
misconstrue our meaning therein, as if we did thgiiaetend to render the Ministry of
this Church base and contemptible, which is fanfr@ur thoughts, We knowing and
being persuaded in ourselves, that there are maigy, godly, and faithful Ministers

in the Land; yet being convinced that we are calteHumble ourselves, and to justify
the Lord in all the contempt that he hath pouredrups: That they who shall know
our sins, may not stumble at our judgments: We hiameght it our duty to punish this
following Discovery and Acknowledgement of the wotions and sins of Ministers,
That it may appear how deep our hand is in the $gaession, and that the Ministers
of Scotlandhave no small accession to the drawing on of thedgments that are
upon the Land.

Only in this following Acknowledgment we desima#y be considered, That there are
here enumerated some sins, whereof there be b amMinisters guilty, and

others whereof more are guilty, and not a few, Wiaie the sins of these whom the
Lord hath kept from the more gross corruptions irereentioned; And that it is not to
be wondered at, if the Ministry 8totlandbe yet in a great measure unpurged,
Considering that there was so wide a door openethientering of corrupt persons
into the Ministry, for the space of above thirtygseunder the tyranny of Prelates,
and that also there hath been so many diversiam,fand interruptions of
endeavours to have a purged Ministry in this Land
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OF THE

MINISTERY.

First, such as are before their entry
to the Ministery

LIGHTNESS and profanity in conversation, unsuitatoléhat holy Calling
which they did intend, not throughly repented of.

Corrupt education of some in the Prelatical andiAram way, whereby their
corruptions and errors were drunken in, and agditmproven, for
strengthening and promoving the same, not repagited

Not studying to be in CHRIST, before they be inkhaistry; nor to have the
practical knowledge and experience of the Mystéithe Gospel in
themselves, before they preach it to others.

Neglecting to fit themselves for the Work of thenidtry in not improving
prayer and fellowship with God, education at Sch@wld opportunities of a
lively Ministry, and other means, and not mourniogthese neglects. {76}
Not studying self-denial, nor resolving to takethp Cross of CHRIST.
Negligence to entertain sight and sense of simaisdry, not wrestling against
corruption, nor studying of mortification and suledaess of spirit.

Secondly, in entering

CARNAL, corrupt and crooked ways for entering te Ministry, such as
bribing in the time of Prelacy, solicitation ofdnds and the like; whereby
many have not entered by the door, but did climlangther way.

Entering to the Ministry by an implicit, execrab{&nonical Oath and
subscription given to the Prelates for acknowleggiem, and advancing their
corruptions introduced and to be introduced.

Entering to the Ministry without trials, and redeiy ordination either from the
Prelate, or by a recommendation from him to thel®Rrery, and sometimes
without or against the mind of the Presbytery.
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Entering either only by Presentations, or by pusekdaSupplications from the
plurality of the Parishioners, without or agairtst tonsent of the godly in the
Parish.

Entering to the Ministry without respect to a Corssnon from Jesus Christ, by
which it hath come to pass, that many have runninse

Entering to the Ministry not from the love of Chyisor from a desire to
honour God in gaining of souls, but for by-ends,dmame, and for livelihood
in the World, notwithstanding solemn declaratiorthi® contrary at admission.
Some offering themselves to trial without abilitiaad studying to conceal and
hide their weakness, by making use of the helppamls of some friend and
acquaintance, or other men’s Papers, in severtd phthe trial; and some
authorized to preach, and others admitted to thredtly, who have little or no
ability for performing the duties thereof.

Too much weighed with inclination to be calledhie Ministry in a place
where we have carnal relation. {77}

Thirdly, After entering, which is first in their ipate
condition and conversation

IGNORANCE of God, want of nearness with him, ardrtg up little of God
in reading, meditating, and speaking of him.

Exceeding great selfishness in all that we dongdtiom ourselves, for
ourselves.

Not caring how unfaithful and negligent others wes@being it might
contribute a testimony to our faithfulness andgditice: but being rather
content, if not rejoicing at their fault.

Least delight in these things wherein lieth ourrasacommunion with God,
great inconstancy in our walk with God, and negtécicknowledging of him
in all our ways.

In going about duties, least careful of these wiaidhmost remote from the
eyes of men.

Seldom in secret prayer with God, except to fitFRablick performances, and
even that much neglected, or gone about very sojzdiy.

Glad to find excuses for the neglect of duties.

Neglecting the reading of Scriptures in secretgftifying ourselves as
Christians, only reading them insofar as may fitarsour duty as Ministers,
and oft-times neglecting that.

Not given to reflect upon our own ways, nor suffigrconviction to have a
thorough work upon us, deceiving ourselves bymgatpon abstinence from,



and abhorrency of evils, from the light of a nakenscience, and looking
upon the same as an evidence of a real change.

10.Evil guarding of, and watching over the heart, aacklessness in self-
searching, which makes much unacquaintedness wiielves, and
estrangedness from God.

11.Not guarding nor wrestling against seen and knadlspaspecially our
predominants.

12 A facility to be drawn away with the temptationstioé time, and other
particular temptations, according to our inclinai@nd fellowship.

13.Instability and wavering in the ways of God throubh fears of persecution,
hazard, or loss of esteem, and declining dutie®} b&cause of the fear of
jealousies and reproaches.

14.Not esteeming the Cross of Christ and sufferingsii® Name honourable, but
rather shifting sufferings from self-love.

15.Deadness of spirit after all the sore strokes ad Gioon the Land.

16.Little conscience made of secret humiliation aradifg by ourselves apart, and
in our Families; that we might mourn for our owrdahe Land's guiltiness and
great back-slidings, and little applying the Causigsublick humiliation to our
own hearts.

17.Finding of our own pleasures, when the Lord catsifumiliation.

18.Not laying to heart the sad and heavy sufferinghefpeople of God abroad,
and the not thriving of the Kingdom of Jesus Chasid the power of godliness
among them.

19.Refined hypocrisy, desiring to appear what indeedave not.

20.Studying more to learn the language of God's peopidthar] their exercise.

21 Artificial confessing of sin without repentanceofassing to declare iniquity,
and not resolving to be sorry for sin.

22.Confession in secret much slighted, even of tHeisg$ whereof we are
convinced.

23.No Reformation after solemn acknowledgments ancafeiVows, thinking
ourselves exonered after Confession.

24 Readier to search out and censure faults in ottleas,to see or take with them
in ourselves.

25.Accounting of our estate and way according to gtemation that others have
of us.

26.Estimation of men as they agree with or disagres fus.

27 .Not fearing to meet with trials, but presuming ur own strength to go
through them unshaken.

28.Not learning to fear by the falls of gracious meor, mourning and Praying for
them.



29.Not observing particular deliverances and rods,mproving of them for the
honour of God, and edification of ourselves ancth

30.Little or no mourning for the corruption of our ne¢, and less groaning under,
and longing to be delivered from {79} that bodyd&ath, the bitter root of all
our other evils.

Secondly, in our Conversation and Walk
with and before these of our Flocks and others.

1. FRUITLESS conversing ordinarily with others for tverse rather than for the
better.

2. Foolish jesting away time with impertinent and essldiscourse, very

unseeming the Ministers of the Gospel.

Spiritual purposes often dying in our hands, wheytare begun by others.

Carnal familiarity with natural wicked and Maligrtanen; whereby they are

hardened, the People of God stumbled, and we eessblunted.

Slighting fellowship with these by whom we mighofit.

Desiring more to converse with these that mightelbets by their parts, than

such as might edify us by their graces.

Not studying opportunities of doing good to others.

Shifting of prayer and other duties when calledeate choosing rather to omit

the same, than we should be put to them ourselves.

9. Abusing of time in frequent recreation and pastina@sl loving our pleasures
more than God.

10.Taking little or no time to Christian Discourse vitoung men trained up for
the Ministry.

11.Common and ordinary discourse on the Lord's Day.

12.Slighting Christian Admonition from any of our Fkx; or others, as being
below us, and ashamed to take light and warning fsavate Christians.

13.Dislike of, or bitterness against such as dealyrefth us by admonition or
reproof, and not dealing faithfully with others wiwould welcome it off our
hands.

14.Not making conscience to take pains on the ignaadtprofane for their good.

15.0ur not mourning for the ignorance, unbelief, andoarriages of the Flocks
committed unto us.

16.Impatient bearing of the infirmities of others,hisbreaking out against their
persons, more than studying to gain them from ias. {80}
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17.Not using freedom with these of our charge, andrfost part spending our
time with them in common discourses, not tendingddication.

18.Neglecting Admonition to friends and others in ait eourse.

19.Reservedness in laying out our condition to others.

20.Not praying for men of a contrary judgment, bungskReservedness and
distance from them, being more ready to speakeshtthan to them, or to God
for them.

21.Not weighed with the fallings and miscarriages thieos, but rather taking
advantage thereof for justifying ourselves.

22.Talking of, and sporting at the faults of otheegher than compassionating of
them.

23.No pains taken in religious ordering of our fansli@eor studying to be Patterns
to other Families in the government of ours.

24 Hasty anger and passion in our Families and coatrerswith others.
25.Covetousness, worldly-mindedness, and an inordofesee after the things of
this life, upon which followeth a neglect of theti&s of our Calling, and our

being taken up for the most part with the thingthefWorld.

26.Want of Hospitality and Charity to the Members diriGt.

27.Not cherishing Godliness in the People, and sormgladraid of it, and hating
the people of God for Piety, and studying to beavriland quench the work of
the Spirit amongst them.

Thirdly in the discharge of Ministerial Duties.
Which is first in regard of labouring in the Word@Doctrine

1. NOT entertaining that edge of spirit in Ministerialities, which we found at
the first entry to the Ministry.

2. Great neglect of reading and other preparatiopr@paration merely Literal
and bookish, making an idol of a book, which himdlerCommunion with God,
or presuming on bygone assistance, and prayite} litt

3. Trusting to gifts, parts, and pains taken for prapan, whereby God is
provoked, to blast good matter well ordered anddedr {81}

4. Careless in employing CHRIST, and drawing virtueafihim for enabling us
to preach in the Spirit and in power.

5. In prayer for assistance, we pray more for assistémthe Messenger than to
the Message which we carry, not caring what becoiniee Word, if we be
with some measure of assistance carried on in thg. D



6. The matter we bring forth is not seriously recomdezhto God by Prayer to be
guickened to his People.

7. Neglect of Prayer after the Word is Preached,ithmty receive the first and
latter rain; and that the Lord would put in the tieaf his People what we
speak to them in his Name.

8. Neglect to warn in Preaching of snares and sirulli€k affairs by some, and
too much frequent and unnecessary speaking bysotiiétublick business and
Transactions.

9. Exceeding great neglect and unskillfulness to@h the excellencies and
usefulness of Jesus Christ, and the New Covenaohwlught to be the great
subject of a Minister's Study and Preaching.

10.Speaking of CHRIST more by hear-say than from keogé and experience,
or any real impression of him upon the heart.

11.The way of most Minister's Preaching too Legal.

12 Want of sobriety in Preaching the Gospel, not semguany thing but what is
new, so that the Substantials of Religion beatitil& bulk.

13.Not Preaching Christ in the simplicity of the Gdsper ourselves the People's
servants for Christ's sake.

14.Preaching of Christ not that the People may knom,Hiut that they may think
we know much of him.

15.Preaching anent Christ's leaving the Land withoakénness of heart, or up-
stirring of ourselves to take hold of him.

16.Not Preaching with bowels of compassion to them at®in hazard to perish.

17.Preaching against Publick sins, neither in suclagmor for such an end as we
ought for the gaining of souls, and drawing menajuheir sins, but rather
because it is of our concernment to say sometHitigese evils.

18.Bitterness instead of zeal, in speaking againstgviahts, {82} Sectaries, and
other scandalous persons, and unfaithfulness therei

19.Not studying to know the particular condition oétsouls of the people, that
we may speak to them accordingly, nor keeping aqgoder record thereof,
though convinced of the usefulness of this.

20.Not wealing what may be most profitable and Edifyiand want of wisdom in
application to the several conditions of souls,swtareful to bring home the
point by application as to find out the Doctriner speaking the same with that
reverence which becomes his Word and Message.

21.Choosing texts whereon we have something to shgr#tan suiting to the
condition of souls and times, and frequent preagbirthe same things that we
may not be put to the pains of new study.

22.Such a way of Reading, Preaching, and Prayer asugun these Duties further
from GOD.



23.Too soon satisfied in the discharge of Duties, lawiding off challenges with
excuses.

24.Indulging the body, and wasting much time idly.

25.Too much eyeing our own credit and applause, amyliaken with it, when
we get it, and unsatisfied when it is wanting.

26.Timorousness in delivering God's Message, lettegppe die in reigning sins
without warning.

27.Voguiness and pride of heart because the Lordladfour word in the year
1648.

28.Rash speaking in the Name of the Lord in referéndbe success of our
Armies of late.

29.Studying the discharge of Duties, rather to freeselwes from censure, than to
approve ourselves to God.

30.Shifting to preach in places where we were forttime for fear of displeasing,
in this time of Publick backsliding and trial.

31.Not making all the Counsel of God known to his Repand particularly not
giving testimony in times of defection.

32.Not studying to profit by our own doctrine, nor tthectrine of others.

33.For most part preaching, as we ourselves were88tdoncerned in the
Message we carry to the People.

34.Not rejoicing at the conversion of sinners, butteahwith the unthriving of the
Lord's Work amongst his people as suiting best mithminds, fearing if they
should thrive better, we should be more put tant] less esteemed of by them.

35.Many in Preaching and practice, bearing down thegpmf godliness.

36.Unfaithful discharge of Ministerial Duties in atténg the Armies.

37.We Preach not as before God, but as to men, asagptar by the different
pains in our preparation to speak to our ordin@arérs, and to others to whom
we would approve ourselves.

38.Not making the Ministry a work in earnest as aghim be accounted for in
every duty, which makes much laziness and unfriuigfss, doing dutiesx
officio, notex conscientia officiarather to discharge our Calling néndn| our
conscience.

Secondly, In the Administration of Sacraments.

1.In Baptism

1. LITTLE minding in ourselves, or stirring up of otilseo mind the obligation
that lies on us and them, by the Covenant made®aithin Baptism.
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Not instructing Parents in their duty, not chargihgm with their promise
given at the Baptizing of their Children, nor trgimhat pains they have taken
to perform the same.

Being very superficial and formal in the administra of this Ordinance.

2.In the Administration of the Lord's Supper

ADMITTING of mixed multitudes to the Lord's Tableot separating betwixt
the precious and the vile.

Unequal dealing with poor and rich, in admittingdo suspending and
debarring from the Lord's Table.

Great neglect to prepare for that action, prepaiong more as Ministers, than
as Christians.

Carnal and unworthy carriage of Ministers at then@wunion, {84} being more
desirous to have that action by our hands, witlitte ourselves, than with
profit to the people.

Thinking when that action is by-hand, that we hawacancy from other
Ministerial duties for a time.

Little wrestling with God to have the People preguhfor it, or the guilt of
profaning of it by ourselves and others taken away.

Fourthly, in Visiting

NEGLIGENT, lazy and partial visiting the sick; ey be poor, we go once,
and only when sent for; If they be rich and of &ettote, we go oftener, and
unsent for.

Not knowing how to speak with the tongue of therbed a word in season to
the weary and exercised in conscience, nor to as@re under the loss of
husband, wife, children, friends or goods, forithproving of these trials to
their spiritual advantage, nor to dying persons.

In visiting, wearying, or shunning to go to suchnasesteem graceless.

Not visiting the People from house to house, nayionig with them at fit
opportunities.

* Fifthly, In Catechising
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LAZIE and negligent in Catechising.

Not preparing our hearts before, nor wrestling V@ibd for a blessing to it,
because of the ordinariness, and apprehended sasihg; whereby the Lord's
Name is much taken in vain, and the People littbdijed.

Looking on that Exercise as a work below us, artccoondescending to study a
right and profitable way of instructing the Lor&sople.

Partial in Catechising, passing by these thatiaheand of better quality,
though many of such stand ordinarily in great nefadstruction.

Not waiting upon and following the ignorant, busp@mnately upbraiding of
them often.

Sixthly, In Ruling and Discipline

NOT making use of this Ordinance of Church-Censtoegaining of souls,
but turning it into a mere Civil punishment; {85h@in the administration
thereof becoming either coldrifagartles$ or without a spirit of meekness,
and using a way either merely rational by worldigdom, or merely
authoritative, more than by motives drawn fromlthe of Christ; and by our
carriage in Judicatories putting a human shape tip@rdinances of Jesus
Christ, carrying ourselves in too stately a wake lihe men of this world.
Partiality in administration of Censures with respa&f persons, not using the
like faithful freedom towards high and low, sib a@neind ffriend and
stranget.

Rash taking on us to open and shut Christ's door.

By our practice, teaching (as it were) formalityRepentance to offenders,
hardening them in their sins, by accepting barm$owithout any evidence of
Repentance, and loosing when we were persuadest @htfinot loose: and of
late turning profession of Repentance into a Staggne for men to step unto
preferment and publick employments.

Following scandalous persons with the highest Qessof the Kirk, with little
or no care to hold them up to God.

Want of compassion to these on whom Disciplinxer@sed, not labouring to
convince them of sin, but imperiously and with passnstead of zeal
threatening them, thinking it sufficient if we beeayed, though they be not
gained to Christ.

Superficial, sinful, and slight censuring one arotlat times appointed for that
end in Presbyteries and Synods, and neglect ofddifreedom and love in
performing that duty.



8. Admitting of men to the Ministry who were not quedd with Grace aswell as
Gifts, notwithstanding the Word of God and Consitmios of this Kirk do
require the one, aswell as the other; which haéimltee fountain of many evils.

9. Great unfaithfulness in bringing in, and holdingunworthy persons in the
Ministry, and keeping Censures off unfaithful men.

10.Unfaithfulness in giving Testimonials and Recomnaiwhs, and receiving
persons upon Testimonials merely negative, espgé&iapectants and Students
of Divinity.

11.Constituting Elderships of such men as are knowset@norant, profane, and
disaffected to the Work of God, and being {86} dass to have them
consisting of the most able and godly men withen @ongregation, a great
cause of much ignorance, profane and scandalotagmamong the People.

12.Neglecting to remove from the Elderships such asgarorant and scandalous.

13.Neglecting to hold out the necessary qualificatiang duties of Ruling Elders,
and to stir them up to their duty.

14.Not carrying ourselves in Judicatories and othgrstaward Ruling Elders as
towards Brethren, and joint Overseers in the wditke Lord.

15.Not making conscience of keeping Kirk Judicatorims, wearying of the
expenses and attendance, whereby divers thingdbathhasterhurried] and
miscarried therein; willing deserting of them, afdinning to give testimony in
them, for fear of inconveniences.

16.Not stooping to a gaining way in Debates, nor mglapplication to God for
knowledge of his mind in things debated, beforeg thass in a conclusion.

17 Wearying to hear men fully who represent their dsuénd to weigh all the
Arguments that can be represented for the negdtefere the affirmative be
concluded.

18.Too great animosities in Judicatories, even abaitars of small weight.

19.Pride, impatience, and peremptoriness of spiritstaying on others clearness
in our debates and conclusions, through whichnte®to pass that we judge
rashly of precious men; and alienation of affecisteals in and is entertained.

20.Hasty concluding of Acts & pressing obedience tteevathout convincing
grounds holden forth from Scripture for satisfythg consciences of the Lord's
People.

21.Silence in Assemblies when unsatisfied, being edry the authority of men,
and too much following other men’s light and suggneg their own.

22.Making Votes subservient to the humors of men anddn interests.

23.Some altogether neglecting wholesome Acts and @otishs of Assemblies,
and others, receiving their Acts too implicitly.

24.Too bitter expressions against Adversaries in Bkiftiapers and Sermons, for
eschewing reproaches, whereof there is no fruitrbtdtion. {87}



25.Abusing transportations by making them too frequantl almost the ordinary
way of Planting places of any eminency; sometinmeceng them when there
IS no pressing necessity, and without tender eraleang the satisfaction of the
People interested and without care of providingytileereafter.

In relation to the Publick

1. NOT studying the controversies of the time, thatmight be enabled to hold
forth light, and convince gain-sayers of the truth.

2. Not fearing to meddle in matters too high for ugj desiring to be taken notice
of, more than to be stedabkefviceable, faithfllin the Publick.

3. Following of Publick business, with too much neglefcour Flocks.

4. Following of Publick business with much pride araggion, and loftiness of
spirit upon carnal principles and desire to beexstal of, rather than true zeal
to Jesus Christ and his matters, and with littla@prayer.

5. Superficial admitting of all to the Covenants, aaotemn Acknowledgement,

without taking sufficient pains to instruct andani them in the knowledge of

the things contained therein.

Being too instrumental for bringing disaffectedsmers to trust.

Unequal zeal against enemies, cooling in our zgahat one enemy as it is

increased against another.

8. Much repining at the judgments of God upon the L&mach carnal respects,
and transferring the causes of the wrath off oueselipon others.

9. Too easy satisfied in such things as might tertiégrejudice of Christ's
interest, weighing the consequences of great Rawnkimore by respect to
ourselves, than to his honor.

10.Agreeing to receive the King to the Covenant baoglgn writing, without any
apparent evidences of a real change of Principles.

11.Not using freedom in shewing what we were convineets sinful in reference
to the late Treaty with the King, but going on #ierwhen we were not
satisfied in our consciences for fear of reproawh @ being mistaken. {88}

12.Silence in Publick, and not giving Testimony afiescovery of the King's
Commission given tdames Grahanpfor invading the Kingdom.

13.Pressing the King to make a Declaration to the dyavhilst we knew by clear
evidences that he had no real conviction of thegdhicontained therein.

14.Too much desiring to lurk upon by-ends, when caitedgive a Testimony.

15.Not bearing Testimony against Publick Defectiona nght and spiritual way.

N



16.Unfaithfulness in bearing burden with them, whom ltlord raised up to be his
witnesses against the publick backslidings; ongttmbear Testimony
ourselves upon carnal respects and lukewarmnesthigring to publick
Testimonies formerly given.

A Postscript.

Which could not be gotten printed

THE foregoing causes of God's wrath being on sédangs of solemn Humiliation
laid out & confessed before the Lord, we thoughtiofisubjoin here some other causes
of our late Humiliation; as

1. The late declining of the Land by consenting & egigg unto the publick
actings of the present Powers, so contrary to thee@ants, & so much
prejudicial to Religion & liberties.

2. The defection of divers, who are accounted religidtom their former

principles, unto Separation, & other Errours of tihee.

The Usurpation & Carriage of the present pretengsembly.

The English their great Encroachments upon thertidseof this Church.

That the promised Conversion of His Ancient peablthe Jews may be

hastened.

6. That the Lord may make our present resolutionsdfmrming ourselves, our
Elderships & people effectual, and may bless oweamours to this purpose.
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